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EDITORIAL

JUBILEE OF TWENTY YEARS OF DEFENDOLOGY
Defendology is established as a science of security studies, 
protection, security and defense. 

Defendology, the double issue (37-38) in front of you, marks the twenty years 
of the Association of Defendologists of the Republic of Srpska, which in 2007 changed 
its name to Defendology Center for Security, Sociological and Criminological Research, 
and in 2011 to European Defendology Center for Scientifi c, Political, Economic, Social, 
Security, Sociological and Criminological Research. Dear readers, esteemed academic 
workers and experts, lovers of the written word, we would like to thank you for the con-
tribution you have given to Defendology in the last twenty years, your and our journal, 
and all the issues of the publishing Defendology Center. This jubilee issue features vari-
ous topics of interest, points of view and stances of our distinguished authors, such as: 
Ethnic Cleansing and Human Right Violations, Concentration Camps During the Balkan 
Wars of 1992-1995: Orthodox View of War and Defeat; Hate Crimes – Theoretical Para-
digm; Cultural Property Crime in Serbia; Education, Internet and the Young; John Rawl’s 
Political Liberalism. As shown, we remain faithful to the multidisciplinary approach of 
your and our Journal which has featured the following editorial titles over the past twenty 
years: Modern Time Journal; Relying on One’s Own Strength; Necessity of Serbian Uni-
ty of Diversity; New and Old World Order Experiments; The European Union Supports 
Defendology; Successfully Completed Project Financed by the EU; Social Setting and 
Violence in Sports; Social and State Challenges and Responses; Defendology and Secu-
rity Studies – Security for All; Private Security Center Providing Security of Citizens, 
Society and State; Geostrategic Entrapment, Constitution, Transition, Terrorism and 
Kleptocracy; Our Jubilee of Ten Years of the Association of Defendologists of the Repub-
lic of Srpska; Community Security and Drug Prevention; Bill of Detective Work in the 
Parliamentary Procedure; Society Isn’t Free and Safe Unless its Citizens Are Safe and 
their Interests Protected; Security, Crime and Poverty; Academic Community – Gauntlets 
in Face, the Thirtieth Issue of Defendology – Defendology as Part of the International 
Publishing Base – Successful Transition, Paradigm for Others, Fifteen Years of Defendol-
ogy – the Thirty-First Issue…Life for Truth; Security Calls for Reform of Democracy, the 
Necessity of its Sustainability, Power Limits, Doing not Deceiving; Democracy and the 
Need for Security Must Confront Violence; Academic Community Must be the Gener-
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ator of Development of the Republic of Srpska; the Thirty-Fourth Issue of Defendolo-
gy – Consistent with the Tradition of Journal in the Development of Technical and Scien-
tifi c Thought…Way to Freedom, Justice, Truth and Honesty; Educated and Responsible 
Man Needs to and Must be Moral – Education and Science Must Not Accept Aca-
demic Freaks and Mediocrities, and Jubilee of Eighteen Years of Defendology – Scien-
tifi c, Publishing and Educational Creation. Social movements, changes, and recommen-
dations for better social solutions have been the permanent motives and goals of our au-
thors. The Journal always strives to feature current topics with a special retrospect to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republic of Srpska in these hard and challenging times, 
viewed in the political, economic, social, moral and every other aspect. In particular, we 
would like to put special emphasis on the status in higher education, as commented in 
previous editorials. Our focus is on true science and education, academic standards 
and integration in European and global fl ows of scientifi c and technical thought. 
Education must restore its reputation. This is our and Defendology’s mission. We are 
aware of the complexity of time and social reality which we live in, limited resources and, 
unfortunately, anomalies in the academic community, which make us as society farther, 
smaller and regressive compared to the leading trends in education and science in devel-
oped countries. Our tendency is to critically approach all social phenomena, processes 
and creations, and provide better, developing and more suitable solutions for citizens, 
regardless of their religion, race and nationality. Societies in transition are in need of 
moral restoration and birth, which calls for concrete social actions…, more courage, dar-
ing, and knowledge too… 

Editor-in-Chief 
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ETHNIC CLEANSING AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS VIOLATIONS: CONCENTRATION CAMPS DURING 

THE BALKAN WARS OF 1992–1995

Review article

DOI: 10.7251/DEFENG1637001A COBISS.RS-ID 6133016 UDK 341.322.5:341.485(497)“1992-1995“

Laurence Armand French, PhD,1

Justiceworks Institute
University of New Hampshire

Goran Kovacevic, PhD,
Faculty of Criminal Sciences, University of Sarajevo
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina

Abstract:

The Balkan War of 1991–1995 in the former Yugoslavia was the worst war-re-
lated crisis in Europe since the Second World War. Clearly, ethnic cleansing, the forced 
displacement of hundreds of thousands of civilians, became the signature event of this 
confl ict. The main vehicle for ethnic cleansing was the forceful removal and internment of 
sectarian rivals into facilities that were generally crowded and where torture, rape, star-
vation, and killings were commonplace events. All parties, Catholic Croats, Muslim Bos-
niaks, and Orthodox Christian Serbs, participated in these ethnic purges. This article 
highlights the nature of this unfortunate consequence of the Balkan Wars.

Keywords:  ethnic cleansing, human  rights, concentration camps, the Balkan wars.

ETHNIC CLEANSING AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS: 
CONCENTRATION CAMPS DURING THE BALKAN WARS – 1992-1995

Introduction:

Atrocities associated with the Balkan Wars that erupted in 1991 with the seces-
sion of Slovenia, followed with Macedonia. Croatia and then Bosnia-Herzegovina, often 

1 Corresponding author: Laurence Armand French, Justiceworks Institute, University of New Hampshire, 
Durham, NH, USA. E-mail: frogwnmu@yahoo.com.
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portrayed Serbia as the major, if not the only, offender. This was especially the case when 
the United Nations established the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugo-
slavia (ICTY) with its mandate to prosecute crimes against humanity, including genocide. 
One of the most signifi cant cases before ICTY was the trial of Slobodan Milošević, the 
former president of what remained of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, who was 
charged with genocide. With the arrest of Radovan Karadžić, the political leader of the 
Bosnian Serbs in July 2008 and the 2011 arrests of Ratko Mladić, the military leader of 
the Bosnian Serbs, and Goran Hadžić, the leader of the rebel Serbs in Croatia, the UN 
indictments against the 161 high-level war-time leaders came to an end. However, the 
mandate for crimes against humanity and/or genocide now rests with the respective states 
carved out of the former Yugoslavia. It is crucial to review the geopolitical events leading 
to the breakup of the former Yugoslavia and the emergence of Nationalistic leaders which, 
in turn, incited the fears and horrors associated with ethnic cleansing. 

Many Serbs felt that the ICTY was overly infl uenced by the United States and its 
NATO allies focusing mainly on Serbian crimes while ignoring similar offenses commit-
ted by Croats, Bosniaks, and later by the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). Indeed, it has 
only been recently that cases have been leveled against the Bosnian Muslims, most nota-
bly, Ejup Ganić, and convictions established against Croatian generals, Ante Gotovina, 
Mladen Markač, and Ivan Čermak. And now that Serbia has turned over its long sought 
after war criminals to The Hague, it wants the Court to investigate the former KLA lead-
ers for atrocities including traffi cking in human body parts allegedly harvested from Ser-
bian and Roma prisoners. Our paper looks at the use of concentration camps by all parties 
involved in the ethnic cleansing process that pitched Catholic Croats, Muslim Bosniaks 
and Orthodox Serbs against each other during the segregation efforts of 1992–1995 in 
Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina (Associated Press, 4/16/2011).

The Genesis of Ethnic Cleansing in the Balkans:

Things began to unravel in Yugoslavia following Tito’s death on May 4th, 1980 
and further intensify with the collapse of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s. After Tito’s 
death Yugoslavia was governed by a rotating presidency selected from the six republics. 
And with the fall of Communism, many of the former communist leaders now became 
heads of ultra-nationalist groups claiming to represent the majority of their sectarian 
members. Each group promoted their own interest through propaganda and fear tactics 
forcing even reluctant members of their group to view their neighbors as the enemy re-
sulting in reciprocal antagonism. Naming the “out-group” as the enemy tended to in-
crease the “in-group’s” cohesion. This split within the former Yugoslavia was further fu-
eled by economic reasons as well as the fact that the lid on sectarianism, maintained under 
Tito, brewed under the surface for a hard-core segment of the society for centuries. The 
outside infl uence of both the Roman Catholic Church and international Islam did not help 
matters. Serbian ultra-nationalists, on the other hand, drew their support from radicals 
within neighboring Orthodox communities notably, Russian, Greece and Romania. None-
theless, all three major sectarian groups within all six republics were represented, to vary-
ing degrees, in this civil war. To the ultra-nationals leaders ethnic cleansing was deemed 
the only solution toward a pure state (Benson, 2001; Lampe, 2000; Ramet, 2006).
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The chronology of events leading to the unraveling of Yugoslavia began in 1990 
at the 14th Congress of the Communist Party with Slovenia and Croatia delegates leaving 
in protest. Then on June 25, 1991, Slovenia, after voting the Communists out of offi ce, 
began the secession process resulting in their Ten-Day War. Their neighbors to the south, 
Croatia, also declared their independence from Yugoslavia. The standoff between the 
Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA) and the Slovenian police and territorial defense resulted 
in several dozen deaths but no major battles. A tentative peace was established on July 9, 
1991 and Milošević withdrew the JNA from Slovenia on October 26, 1991. This minor 
scrimmage fueled the ultra-nationalism that fanned the fl ames of the ensuing Third Bal-
kan War (Gow & Carmichael, 1999).

The main battle leading to a full-fl edged war was associated with Croatia’s bid 
for independence. The problem here was that Franjo Tuđman, on December 22, 1990, got 
the Croatian parliament, to adopt a new constitution that eliminated the protective ele-
ments of the 1965 and 1974 Yugoslav Constitution that provided equal treatment for 
Serbian enclaves residing within Croatia. This action gave superior status to Croatian 
Catholics while discriminating against the indigenous Serb minority. This action led the 
Serbs in the Krajina (Military Frontier) region to demand its own independence within an 
independent Croatia. Serbs lived for generations in the Krajina region, brought there by 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the mid-16th century to serve as a buffer against the Ot-
toman Empire. Indeed, the Serbs in this region constituted about 12 percent of the Croa-
tian population at the time of its declaration of independence in 1991. The ensuing Croa-
tian civil war pitted Tuđman’s ultra-nationalists against the Serbian Autonomous Oblast 
of Krajina (SAO) which now proclaimed themselves the Republic of Serbian Krajina 
(RSK). When this element of the Balkan War ended in 1995, tens-of-thousands of indig-
enous Croatian Serbs were forced into exile, mainly into Serbia, while those who re-
mained were subjected to torture and murder. Likewise, the RSK attempted to cleanse its 
territory (a third of Croatia) of Croatian Catholics also resulting in mass displacements of 
people, the murder of civilians and the destruction of cultural artifacts. This action result-
ed in the introduction of the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR) into the 
Balkan War and the establishment of United Nations Protected Areas (UNPAs).

In 1991, Macedonia also declared its independence with little resistance from its 
parent – the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. The second major battle front in the 3rd Bal-
kan War erupted when Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH) declared its independence in April 
1992. This confl ict involved all three sectarian groups with extreme violence initiated by 
all parties – much of it directed toward civilians. Initially the fi ghting involved the Bos-
nian Serbs and the Bosniaks whereby the indigenous Serbs feared a Bosnia ruled by Is-
lamic Slavs and a situation where they would again be labeled as second-class citizens. In 
1993 the confl ict now included Bosnian Croats, supported by Croatia, battling the Bos-
niaks. Some of the heaviest fi ghting in this theater was in the Herzegovina section of 
Bosnia. As early as March 1991, the ultra-nationalists leaders of Serbia (Slobodan Mi-
lošević, also the leader of what remained of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) and 
Croatia (Franjo Tuđman) conspired to partition BiH between their respective countries. 
This was known as the Karađorđevo Agreement which essentially promoted both a Great-
er Croatia and a Greater Serbia out of the remaining Yugoslavia. The United Nations 
Security Council, in anticipation of growing confl icts in the region, passed Resolution 
713 imposing an arms embargo throughout the former Yugoslavia (Sibler & Little, 1995).
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Tuđman’s ultra-nationalist party, the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) at-
tempted to do the same thing in Bosnia-Herzegovina that the Croat Serbs attempted in 
Krajina – taking over a segment of BiH and naming it the Croatian Republic of Her-
zeg-Bosnia. This action occurred on November 18, 1991, when the HDZ branch leaders 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina declared their independence. In a similar fashion, the Bosnian 
Serbs, on October 24, 1991, abandoned the tri-ethnic coalition that governed BiH since 
1990, creating their own Assembly of the Serb People of Bosnia and Herzegovina. On 
January 9, 1992, the assembly established the Serbian Republic of Bosnian and Herze-
govina which late was changed to the Republika Srpska in August 1992. The stage was 
now set for the battle of Bosnia-Herzegovina, a confl ict that engulfed the entire country 
until late December 1995 with the signing of the Dayton Accord. 

There was the possibility for peace with the Cutileiro-Carrington Plan (Lisbon 
Agreement) forged by the European Economic Community (EEC) on March 18, 1992. 
This agreement proposed ethnic power-sharing at all administrative levels but with re-
spective communities defi ned according to their sectarian majority – Bosniak, Bosnian 
Croat, Bosnian Serb. But apparently under pressure from the United States, the leader of 
the Bosnian Muslims (Bosniaks), Alija Izetbegović, withdrew his signature and support 
for the agreement ten days later setting the stage for the horrifi c battles that ensued. The 
U.S. Congress also attempted to override the UN arms embargo but these efforts were 
vetoed by President Bill Clinton. The embargo, although often breeched through the po-
rous mountainous borders, left the Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA) with the bulk of heavy 
armaments including artillery and tanks. The JNA leader, General Ratko Mladić, sided 
with the Bosnian Serbs and the Army of Republika Srpska (VRS). These forces were re-
sponsible for the 44-month siege of Sarajevo where even the UN Protective Forces had 
limited results other than keeping the airport open allowing for the basic essentials to 
sustain the besieged population. Another failure of the UNPROFOR was the protection of 
Srebrenica where it is estimated that some 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men and boys were 
massacred from July 12–22, 1995 by the army led by Ratko Mladić. Interestingly, the 
forces defending Sarajevo during the siege, the Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina (Armija RBiH; ARBiH) not only outnumbered the RS forces surrounding the 
city, but was comprised of all sectarian and ethnic groups residing in Sarajevo.

The Croat-Bosniak War from June 19, 1992 until February 23, 1994 engulfed 30 
percent of the country into a separate war. The purpose of this war was Croatian domina-
tion of central and eastern region of BiH known historically as Herzegovina. Again this 
confl ict involved ethnic cleansing and atrocities against both combatants and civilians. 
Mostar, long considered the de facto capital of Herzegovina, was held under siege for 
nine months by Croat forces and the destruction of the city and its religious and cultural 
structures including the iconic Stari Most Bridge. This time both Bosniaks and Bosnian 
Serbs became the targets for Croat aggression. It is widely understood that the United 
States favored both the Catholic Croats and Muslim Bosniaks over the Orthodox Serbs. 
Toward this end, the US began efforts for these two groups to settle their differences and 
form a coalition that would unite against the Serbian forces. Both warring parties signed 
the US-initiated peace agreement (the Washington Agreement) in March 1994 leading to 
the creation of the joint Bosniak-Croat Federation of Bosnia-Herzegovina (FBiH) with 
the population divided into ten cantons (seven predominately Muslim and three predom-
inately Bosnian Croat). 
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At the same time the USA was clandestinely using private military security forc-
es, MPRI (Military Professional Resources, Inc.) to arm and train the Croatian Army in 
its fi ght against Serbian forces as well as smuggling arms to the ARBiH. These initiatives 
allowed the Croats to break the stalemate with Serbian forces in the summer of 1995 in 
two actions, Operation Flash and Operation Storm driving the Serbs out of most of Croa-
tia. These actions were followed by Operation Maestral, a combined Croat/Bosniak effort 
to push back the Bosnian Serbs in BiH. This operation, along with the ensuring NATO 
bombing brought the combined Croat and FBiH troops to the outskirts of Banja Luka, the 
de facto capital of RS. The signing of the Dayton Peace Accords on December 14, 1995 
effectively ended the fi ghting in both Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina resulting in the 
FBiH comprising of about 51 percent of the country and RS with 49 percent with Saraje-
vo separated into two segments with East Sarajevo belonging to RS (Ripley, 2001). 

While the United States played a signifi cant role in forging the Dayton Peace 
Accord, it was seen by many as the party that allowed the war to rage in the fi rst place by 
infl uencing Alija Izetbegović to pull out of the March 1992 EU Lisbon Agreement. Iron-
ically, the Dayton Accord came to refl ect the same basic thesis as the Lisbon Accord but 
with the added ingredient of nearly four years of war laced with sectarian-led atrocities on 
all sides leaving a festering legacy of inter-group segregation and hate even to the present. 
In the fi nal analysis, Bosnia-Herzegovina became divided along sectarian lines with sev-
en Bosniak cantons and three Bosnian-Croat cantons comprising the Federation of Bos-
nia-Herzegovina (FBiH) and 51 percent of the land while the Bosnian Serbs ended up 
with their own territory- the Republika Srpska (RS) and 49 percent of the country. A third 
internationally protected Brčko District was also established at the critical border areas 
where Croatia and Serbia and BiH meet within the greater RS region. There is also a 
shared, albeit weak, national assembly with representation from all three ethnic popula-
tions. Nonetheless, the prospects for a truly unifi ed Bosnia-Herzegovina, despite the rhet-
oric of the Dayton Accrord, are remote, at best. It is unfortunate that the Balkans emerged 
as the fi nal Cold War encounter with the former Yugoslavia being the proxy battleground 
for geo-political gamesmanship. Many elements of the Dayton Accord were not realized 
notably the return of refugees swept from their traditional homes during the ethnic cleans-
ing forced exodus frenzy. And the war continued beyond 1995, now in the lower Slavic 
states of Serbia, Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia (USSD, 1995; Chandler, 2005).

Sectarian Prison Camps during the Balkan Wars: 1992–1995:

All participants in the 1992–1995 Balkan War, Croatians, Bosniaks, and Serbs, 
had camps. The most intense fi ghting occurred in Croatia and Bosnia-Herzegovina during 
this segment of the Balkan Wars. Starvation and torture, including rape of both men and 
women, and death were common occurrences in these camps. Part of the ethnic cleansing 
process, practiced by all warring parties in the confl ict, was to herd people up and place 
them into concentration camps. Croats and Bosniaks were the inmates of Bosnian Serb 
camps while Serbs and Bosniaks were inmates of the Croatian camps. According to the 
most reliable count, there were 507 concentration camps run by the Serbs; 131 run by the 
Croats; and 536 join Croat-Bosniak camps. The following list, while not comprehensive, 
provides a picture of the nature of these holding facilities. Some were liberated earlier 
than others as refugee camps became available throughout Europe where more humane 
and compassionate care was provided for the estimated million displaced refugees. 
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The most common places used for concentration camps:

• Warehouses
• Private apartments and/or their basements
• Basements of private dwellings
• Stables
• Mines
• Slaughter houses
• Jails & prisons
• Bus stations
• Stadiums
• Sports halls
• Minister of Interior facilities
• Elementary & high schools
• Hotels

Places with 10 or more facilities run by the Serbs:

• Banja Luka  10
• Bijeljna  15
• Bosanski Šamac 16
• Bratunac  23
• Doboj  37
• Foča  18
• Kotor Varoš  37
• Prijedor  57
• Sanski Most  20
• Sarajevo  50
• Sokolac  12
• Srebrenica  13
• Tuzla  6
• Ugljevik  12
• Višegrad  18
• Vlasenica  13
• Zvornik  21

Places with 10 or more facilities run by the Croats:

• Čapljina  10
• Donji Vakuf  11
• Konjic  11
• Mostar  11

Places with 10 or more facilities run by the Bosniak/Croat coalition:

• Bihać  15
• Bosanski Brod  10
• Brčko  21
• Bugojno  13
• Goražde  19
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• Konjic  14
• Livno  12
• Mostar  17
• Sarajevo  125
• Tomislavgrad  17
• Travnik  12
• Tuzla  28
• Visoko  11
• Zavidovići  12
• Zenica  15
• Živinice  10

The major cities within Bosnia-Herzegovina were often divided throughout the 
war with each faction running their own prison camps within the same municipality, For 
example, Sarajevo and Tuzla had camps run by both the Serbs and the Bosniak/Croats 
while the Croats, and later the Bosniaks/Croats, had camps in Mostar, the de facto capital 
of Herzegovina. The Serbs had camps housing thousands of inmates in Banja Luka, Bi-
jeljina, Bileća, Bosanska Krupa, Bosanski Novi, Bratunac; Derventa, Prijedor and Sara-
jevo. The largest Croat prison camps were located in Čapljna, Mostar, and Odžak while 
the largest joint Bosniak/Croat prison camps were located in Brčko and Sarajevo. The 
Bosniaks had large prison camps in Konjic and Sarajevo prior to their coalition with the 
Croats. The most brutal camps included rape of men and women, starvation, beatings, 
humiliation and killings. All factions had these types of camps as well as bordellos where 
female inmates were forcefully raped repeatedly. The largest camp run by the Bosnian 
Serbs was at Bratunac where some seven thousand inmates were kept at the Bratstvo 
Stadium while the largest prison camp run by the Bosniaks was at the Koševo Stadium in 
Sarajevo with over six thousand inmates including men, women and children. The largest 
prison camp run by the Croats prior to their coalition with the Bosniaks was the Gasnice 
Camp in Čapljina with four thousand Bosniak and Serb inmates comprised mostly of 
women and children. The largest camp following the Bosniak/Croat U.S.-forged coalition 
was located in Gornji Rahić in Brčko with over one and a half thousand Serbs men, wom-
en and children. The FBIH also maintained the notorious Hadžići rape camp in Sarajevo 
which held about one thousand Serb women.

These camps reverted to their original purpose following the Dayton Accord in 
late 1995 but to those who were interned, memories of their internment and abuse remains 
a signifi cant trigger for untreated war trauma, notably Post-traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD). Few would argue that untreated war trauma represents a signifi cant unmet need 
within these war-torn countries – notably Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia. Re-
search shows that those most vulnerable to severe PTSD are those subjected to torture and 
other potentially traumatic events like being a POW. A 2009 study in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association reports on the most comprehensive meta-analysis of the 
association of torture and other potentially traumatic events and mental health outcomes 
for populations exposed to mass confl ict and displacement like that associated with the 
Balkan Wars of 1991–2002 (Steel, et al., 2009). These experiences need to be openly 
exposed and discussed if healing is to occur among individuals and societies comprised 
the new nations of the former Yugoslavia.
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INTRODUCTION

Among many questions of Christian ethics regarding war and warfare, which are 
to be answered from the Orthodox point of view, the questions of victory and defeat in 
war are notably interesting and signifi cant3. Modern armed confl icts make them even 
more essential, and the Orthodox philosophical and theological thought is unable to keep 
up with the challenges of war that the Orthodox world is facing. In that sense, many ques-
tions and dilemmas remain open for Christians. Firstly, why are more wars waged be-
tween Christians than between non-Christians, even when both parties in war are Ortho-
dox? Does Christian conscience have to accept every political decision no matter what? 
Do interests of a government, state or people justify involvement of Christians in war? 
What if Christian conscience advises the opposite? What should a Christian do if a polit-
ical authority is obviously forcing him to participate in an unjust war?

Since the Orthodox view of victory and defeat in war is not specifi cally and ev-
idently given, there arises the question of how to reconstruct it. The process faces numer-
ous and complex diffi culties. Moral life of a man is being developed as dependent on an 
authority. Christian ethics understands moral as realization of God’s will, in the manner 
explained in the Scriptures, Holy Tradition and the life of the Church. It is considered that 
a man comprehends the will of God in two ways: fi rstly, on the base of his inner being 
(inner, natural), and secondly, by revelation and positive commandments, proclaimed by 
God and incarnate Lord Jesus Christ (exterior, supernatural). 

As in Christianity in general, Orthodoxy does not have one single authority that 
interprets ethical questions and defi nes what is moral and what is not.4 Christians don’t 
have a common view of which authority can interpret the will of God. There are differ-
ences between the Orthodox, Catholics and Protestants. In Roman-Catholicism, it is the 
Pope, in Protestantism it is special interpreters of the Bible, and the Orthodox recognize 
three types of authority: fi rstly, the Scriptures, which is interpreted literally and arguments 
are often found in specifi c parts of the Bible, and characteristic views of Church Fathers; 
secondly, the institutions of the Church, bishops, individual or synod (“synod commis-
sions”), and thirdly, clergymen, who, using their clairvoyance and the gift of judgment, 
can authoritatively indicate what is right and what is wrong (Zizijulas, 2003).

The ideas, beliefs, and values in Orthodoxy regarding victory and defeat in war 
are mostly going to be reconstructed based on opinions found in the Scripture, both the Old 
and New Testaments. The Bible describes quite a number of wars, and holds vast experi-
ence on their causes, victories and defeats, and it is understandable what the Orthodox 
bishop and theologian Saint Nikolaj (Velimirović) claims: “There is no philosophy of war 
that could adequately answer the causes of war and predict the victory or defeat of one side 
in war. Only the Bible can give such answers and such predictions” (Velimirović, 1993:60).

The Orthodox view of victory and defeat in war will also be examined by relying 
on the doctrine of Church Fathers (Doctors of the Church), canons (rules) of the Orthodox 
Church, hagiographic writings of Orthodox saints, insights of Orthodox theologians and 
philosophers, and the views and practices of local Orthodox Churches. 

A specifi c context is necessary for posing the problem of the Orthodox under-
standing of victory and defeat in war. First, the Orthodox view of the phenomena of war 
3 Elaborated in: Babić, 2005, 86.
4 Elaborated in: Grozdić, Kajtez & Gostović, 2012a, 335–364.



19

has its own peculiarities, and offers a number of divergent answers, compared to Ro-
man-Catholicism and Protestantism. There is no absolute opposition to war in Orthodoxy, 
which would make the question of victory and defeat unnecessary. In addition, Ortho-
doxy debunks and rejects the idea of a unifi ed global state, which would dispute the right 
of states and peoples to defend themselves or an armed confl ict among relatively equal 
sides, and leave armed interventions to the “police actions” of such a “state”. Orthodoxy 
highlights that on behalf of love of God and the Church, love for the fellow neighbors, the 
country, it is necessary to sacrifi ce the most important things, and even take part in war.

Looking back at Orthodox traditions and beliefs, we do not fi nd concepts of holy 
wars, good wars and justifi ed wars, or a justifi cation of the Crusades. Orthodoxy views war 
as a necessity in certain situations, for the sake of protecting the innocent and preventing a 
far greater evil. Taking part in war can be a religious and patriotic duty (Iljin, 2001:137), 
inevitable alternative, and, nevertheless, in essence, war is considered to be an evil.

Killing in war cannot be considered morally right, sinless and justifi ed. The can-
ons (rules) of the Orthodox Church only sanction such act differently, condemning it as a 
rule, which has remained in the Orthodox spirit and tradition until today.5 That is why we 
fail to fi nd a formulation of terms for engaging in war (jus ad bellum) that would justify 
it, and we could say that Orthodoxy has never elaborated a theory of just war, in the true 
sense of the word. Peace, as an ideal, was normative, and theoretical elaborations that 
would regard war as positive are rare.

From the perspective of modern philosophy and science, the Orthodox point of 
view can truly appear as a myth, legend, fairy tale, imagination, a collection of prejudices, 
superstition, with no philosophical and scientifi c value. However, to put it mildly, it is 
frivolous to consider the modern-rational system of ideas and values as absolutely privi-
leged, and everything outside it as darkness, barbarity and superstition. Julius Evola 
points out this great contrast between the modern and traditional world, between the mod-
ern and traditional man, a contrast that is spiritual, idealistic, metaphysic. Modern civili-
zation denies traditional spirit, denies simultaneous existence of two orders, physical and 
metaphysical, and “the traditional man (unlike the modern one, example authors) knew 
that there was an order of existence much wider than that one we consider today to be 
“reality”“ (Evola, 2010:21). That “invisible” is not only real, it is even more real than 
what we can experience through the physical senses, and judging by consequences it is 
crucial for both individual and collective life. Therefore, the Orthodox view is, at least, 
entitled to a legitimate coexistence with other views, even if it might be considered as a 
relic of “war idealism”.

LORD SABAOTH – THE DECISIVE FACTOR OF WAR

When it comes to war, the leading idea, that stems from the Old Testament, is 
that God, Lord Sabaoth,6 governs war and peace. Everything regarding war is in God’s 

5 Elaborated in: Grozdić, 2010, pp. 87-104 and Grozdić, Gostović & Kajtez, 2013, 33–42.
6 Sabaoth is the Greek form of the Hebrew word Cebaot, “army”, and hence Jahwe-Cebaot is translated as 

“Lord of the hosts”. We fi nd it in the Old Testament 279 times, and it signifi es God as a commander of heav-
enly armies, against the pagan star cults. The name has fi nally been accepted as a intensive plural, and pre-
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hands, war starts as God’s wills it and His will decides whether we will be victorious or 
not. With His help, much stronger enemy can be defeated. “When thou goest out to battle 
against thine enemies, and seest horses, and chariots, and a people more than thou, be not 
afraid of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee, which brought thee up out of the land 
of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 20:1)7. Thus, the Old Testament belief on war states that, before 
starting a war, a priest should gather the people “and shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, 
ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies let not your hearts faint, fear not, 
and do not tremble, neither be ye terrifi ed because of them; for the Lord your God is he 
that goeth with you, to fi ght for you against your enemies, to save you” (Deuteronomy 
20:3–4).

The biblical understanding of divine power is that it is absolute, greatest, origi-
nal, almighty, eternal and invisible. To rely on God’s power actually means to rely on the 
greatest, absolute power. “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me” (Phi-
lippians 4:13), says Apostle Paul in his Epistle to Philippians. One of the dogmatic teach-
ings of the Orthodox Church is that one of God’s qualities is omnipotence, because God 
realizes everything that pleases His will, and does everything that He wants. 

Not war but the fi rst murder described in the Bible is Cain murdering Abel. What 
did this confl ict and murder cause? Envy was the cause. Cain did not kill his brother in a 
battle for survival, he killed him because he was permeated with envy because God had 
favored Abel’s gift over Cain’s. This is what caused such envy in Cain that he murdered 
his own brother. The cause of the fi rst fratricide is of spiritual, not material, nature; the 
cause is envy, not hunger.8 Hence, man’s sin towards God causes man’s sin towards man, 
i.e. man’s war against God causes man’s war against man (Velimirović, 1993:63).

It is undisputable that envy is in the core of many feelings, attitudes, actions, it 
is often the main source of ostensibly unexplainable tension and confl ict among men. 
Envy, as something unpleasant, devastating, negative, obnoxious, is condemned in every 
religion, culture and language. The notion of envy was used and precisely defi ned by the 
late XIX century, but ever since then secular science has not been able to comprehend it. 
However, we can fi nd that political and social confl icts are understood thanks to this phe-
nomenon in Orthodoxy. Since it is not only a psychological phenomenon, and does not 
only deal with an individual, the roots of envy are in the spiritual sphere, and no matter 
how much we deny or underestimate it, it is so tough that it is a mere illusion that society 
will ever be able to free itself from it. As a spiritual cause, Orthodoxy sees the root of 
political confl icts in envy, which is followed by specifi c political causes. In the New Tes-
tament it is said that lust is the main cause of wars. 

One of the most striking examples from the Bible, which testifi es about how 
military victory belongs to the Almighty God, is the example of Moses taking Jews out of 
Egypt to Canaan and confl icting with the king of the Amaleks. Moses commanded Joshua 
to choose some men to go into battle against the Amaleks, while he himself stood on the 

sumed the meaning “Lord Almighty” which denies the existence of gods of sky and stars. LXX (Septuaginta, 
gr: Μετάφραση των Εβδομήκοντα – the translation of the Seventeen, which is translation of the Old Testament 
into Greek, made for Jews in Diaspora who did not speak Hebrew) translates the word Sabaoth as “Lord Al-
mighty”. The name is found two times in the New Testament. It shows the unlimited power of God, His reign 
over all creatures, His omnipotence and His glory. He is the Lord of armies, the Lord of powers.

7 The abbreviations of biblical books are given throughout the text as in: Rakić, 2004.
8 Elaborated in: Šek, 2008, 22. 
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top of the hill with the rod of God in his hand. While Moses was keeping his hands up in 
prayer, the Israelites prevailed, but as soon as he let down his hands, the Amaleks pre-
vailed. Since the battle kept going for the whole day and old Moses couldn’t hold his 
hands up any longer, Aaron and Hur put a stone for him to sit, and held his hands up, one 
on each side. Moses held his hands in this position, in prayer, until the sundown. “And 
Joshua discomfi ted Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword” (Exodus 17:8–16). 
Then Lord told Moses to write that down for a memorial in a book, and to tell Joshua that 
the Lord will completely eradicate the people of Amalek on Earth. Moses built an altar in 
the place where he prayed, and called it “Lord is my banner” saying: “Because the Lord 
hath sworn that the Lord will have war with Amalek from generation to generation” (Ex-
odus 17:8–16).

The above mentioned event undoubtedly shows the biblical understanding of 
who held the key to victory and success in a war confl ict. It was not in the hands of Josh-
ua, who under the instructions of Moses fought against the enemies of the Chosen people, 
nor in the hands of Moses who held his hands up in prayer, but in the hands of God. Vic-
tory was achieved by the mercy of God, primarily by shouting of Moses to the Lord, not 
by weapons, strength or skill of Joshua. Saint Nikolaj (Velimirović) writes: “The chief 
commander does not command the army, but stands silent in prayer with his hands raised 
to God, while his assistant commands and fi ghts against the enemy. And the merit does 
not belong to the one that headed the battle as much as to the one that prayed. The law of 
sin was alleviated by God’s mercy, because of the prayer of Moses, the leader of the peo-
ple” (Velimirović, 1993:67).

According to the Old Testament, the power of God manifests itself with the few 
and weak, which can be seen in the example of Gideon’s victory over Midians. When, 
because of their sins, the Israelites distanced themselves from God, God allowed them to 
be enslaved by Midians and tormented them in many ways for seven years. The Israelites 
cried for help and prayed to the Lord to liberate them from the Midians. The Lord fi rst 
sent them a prophet to remind them of their covenant with God, and their deviation from 
it, and after that, an angel informed Gideon that he had been chosen as a leader of the 
people with the mission to take them out of slavery.

Various signs from God convinced him that he was the chosen one, so Gideon 
gathered all the people to lead into battle. In order to show Gideon and the Chosen people 
that victory and defeat are in His hands9, the Lord asked of Gideon to release everyone 
who was afraid, and the number of those was around 22.000 people. Since Gideon was 
left with 10.000 people, enough to trick the people into thinking that they saved them-
selves, the Lord commanded Gideon to choose 300 warriors who would be victorious. 
With God’s help, Gideon defeated the Midians with these 300 unarmed warriors. Panic 
broke out among the Midians, who started to run and kill each other. Gideon did not stop, 
but continued to pursue the enemy with his army of 300, until he reached a complete 
victory and executed the enemy’s commanders. When the Israelites asked Gideon to be-
come their leader, and his offspring after him, Gideon refused saying: “I will not be your 
master, nor will my son; the Lord will be your master”.

9 “The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt 
themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me” (Judges 7:2).
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The Bible holds a paradox – the power of God reveals itself in weakness: “And 
he said unto me, My grace is suffi cient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infi rmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infi rmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 
Corinthians 12, 9–10). These words are an expression of the teaching that the power of 
man is insignifi cant compared with the power of God, and that a man lays his hopes into 
His power until he is completely powerless when forgetting God.

One of the most important ideas in the Scriptures is that no danger is so great that 
God cannot help you, nor there is any enemy, no matter how powerful, that can win with-
out God’s permit. God destroyed the Syrian army with an apparition, and they ran, and 
thus saved Israel (2 Kings 7 - 6). Jerusalem was saved from the great Babylonian army 
only thanks to the prayers and cries of the king Hezekiah (2 Kings 19:35). It is obvious 
that the ancient Jews thought of God as their political patron, protector, who gave them 
victories and defeats in wars; they thought and believed that the content of religion coin-
cides with the content of historical knowledge and political wisdom.

“IN THIS CONQUER!” – 
THE MOST POWERFUL WEAPON OF CHRISTIAN VICTORS

The victory of Emperor Constantine over Maxentius at the Milvian bridge, not 
far from Rome, in 312 AD, is a permanent example and eternal inspiration for Christians. 
Lactancius is the fi rst who informs us about the battle, in his work “De mortibus persecu-
torum” written in 317/8, in which he describes a mystical encounter of Constantine and 
God – a vision that was crucial. Likewise, in a similar manner, Constantine’s biographer, 
Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea writes in “Vita Constantini”, quoting, under oath, the words 
of the emperor himself. Fearful, outnumbered, being conscious that it is not enough to 
trust in human powers and resources, that he needs help of a higher power, from above, 
the help that he had sought from his earlier wars, Constantine prayed to God whom his 
father had respected as well. 

The next afternoon, right before the sundown, Emperor Constantine had a mys-
tical experience on his way to Rome. He saw a cross made of stars in the sky that shined 
brighter than the Sun, and on the cross there was written – “In this conquer!” (Greek - 
Τούτο νίκα; Latin: In hoc signo vinces!) The whole army had the same vision, including 
the duke Artemis, and that caused fear, since the cross was considered to be a bad omen 
for the reason that criminals and robbers were condemned to crucifi xion. Emperor Con-
stantine remained unsure and careful when it came to the meaning of the vision, and the 
next day Lord Jesus Christ spoke to him, and told him: “Make a cross like this, and order 
it to be carried in front of your army, and you will be victorious, not only against Maxen-
tius, but against all of your enemies” (Popović, 1996:494). The Christians that were close 
to him understood the symbol as a symbol of immortality and triumph over death. The 
biggest and most important victory is the one over death, the victory of Christ. If the Son 
of God could triumph over death, the most cursed problem of man, then His power is 
endless and every other victory is possible.
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Constantine ordered the cross to be made of gold, pearls and gems and placed on 
war fl ags, in the shape he saw in the sky, with the Christ monogram made of Greek letters 
X and P, which would replace the Roman gonfalons, and the soldiers had to carry a sign 
of cross on their weapons, helmets and shields. He himself wore the monogram of 
„Christ“ on his helmet. We possess few facts concerning this battle. After the victory 
over Maxentius, who got drowned in the Tiber while escaping, Constantine was con-
vinced that the victory was made possible only with the help of God, so he ordered his 
soldiers to read a prayer every Sunday, and summoned Christian priests to introduce him 
to Christianity. Since that October 312 Emperor Constantine regarded himself to be the 
servant of God with the mission entrusted to him to convert the Roman Empire into 
Christianity.

The change of Christian standpoint and practice regarding war is interpreted 
differently, from comprehension that military service and force were completely rejected 
until the acceptance of possibility that Christians could kill under certain circumstances. 
The understanding and views of the Church since the fi rst centuries and Middle Ages has 
developed in various directions, depending on views on violence and non-violence. The 
Protestants accuse Constantine of this, calling this change “subversion of Christianity”.

The Orthodox interpretation of Church history, in that sense, shows evolution, as 
an action of the Holy Spirit and a gradual process of understanding the truth, which can-
not be predicted. With passing of time, Christians became majority in states, so the Church 
had to be politically responsible. Responsibility and successfulness start to function as 
ethical principles, demanding of Christians not to be neutral concerning political and so-
cial changes in the world. Since Constantine the Great, Christians have accepted the cri-
teria of political reality and successfulness when considering the use of force. It was 
found that non-violence simply does not function, and that Christians have to act realisti-
cally and responsibly. If Christians do not use force when necessary, they will no longer 
be just or free, because there will be no Christians.

During the thousand year long history of Byzantine, the understanding of war 
changed from only defensive to the demand for reclaiming lost territories, and in that 
sense we can speak of four periods of Byzantine “type of war”. The Byzantine social or-
der was considered sacred, and unconditional subjugation to order, i.e. discipline and 
obedience were considered the biggest virtues. Order and obedience stand for peace, and 
peace represents the best assumption of salvation for Christians.10 Defying order, which 
is granted by God, was considered sacrilege. Struggle against the ones that distort the 
existing order, by violence as well, was considered just and permissible. In that struggle 
the Church and the state stood together. The emperor waged wars both against the inner 
enemies of the order (heretics) and the exterior enemies.

During the fi rst period, from the separation of the East and Western Roman em-
pire in 395 AD to the VIII century, the whole life and history in Byzantium were be gov-
erned by two principles: the fi rst one was the preservation and defending of the borders of 
Byzantium, and the second – reclaiming the territories of the Western Roman empire, and 
the creation of an Universal Roman, Romeian (as the Byzantines called themselves) em-
pire. War was constant in the history of Byzantium. The second period, from VIII to IX 
century, was characterized by efforts to defend Byzantium from Arabic and Slavic at-

10 Understanding of peace in Christianity elaborated in: Grozdić, Kajtez & Gostović, 2012b, 41–53.
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tacks. The defense of Byzantium was equated with the defense of Christianity. Every 
defensive war in which Christian blood was not spilled was considered pure and noble. In 
the third period, from the mid IX century to the mid XI century, territorial expansion be-
gan once again. War was waged not only against pagans, but also against other Christian 
peoples, especially Bulgarians. The understanding of war without spilling Christian blood 
was pushed aside, and new arguments were introduced for the sake of justifying aggres-
sive endeavors. The Church supported the state in its plans to reclaim lost territories 
(Arveler, 1988:61). The Patriarch of Constantinople Photius the Great, in the Codex of 
Epanagogues, determining the goal of a Christian ruler, points out: “The goal of an em-
peror is to preserve the existing goods with his virtues; to reclaim with his fruitful alert-
ness the lost goods, to gain with his ardor, his diligence and his just victories the lacking 
goods” (Arveler, 1988:59–60), focusing on “just victories”.

In the fourth period, after the IX Crusade in 1204, when Constantinople was 
devastated and a huge part of Byzantine was conquered, the focal point of Byzantines was 
the liberation of Constantinople and expulsion of Latins, because of which people were 
summoned to war. Ottomans from the East were considered equally dangerous enemies 
as Latins from the West, but the Latins, former brothers, were hated even more. The dev-
astation of Constantinople in 1204 revealed the true face of the Pope, and represented the 
culmination of hatred towards the Orthodox Byzantines, hatred and evil shown in many 
forms much before the Schism between the Eastern Orthodox and the Western Catholic 
Christianity in 1054. Since 1204 great antagonisms have emerged between the East and 
West because of ecclesial matters, followed by a series of Union councils. 

The Crusades, started and led by the Roman Popes, show a great and essential 
difference between Catholic and Orthodox understanding of war. The symphony, as a 
harmonious relationship between secular and spiritual authorities, resulted in the under-
standing of Byzantines that war was a matter of rulers, not of the Church, which led to 
seeing the Crusades as sacrilegious acts of Roman Popes and the usurpation of secular 
authority by the Church. Numerous Catholic priests took part in the Crusades. Such thing 
was unacceptable for the Church in Byzantium, where it was even forbidden for clerics to 
carry weapons. Absolution of sins in advance, which was promised to the Catholic cru-
saders, was unthinkable in the eyes of Byzantines, and it was incompatible with Eastern 
Christianity.

Absolution of sins in Orthodoxy in advance has never been observed, and it is 
impossible for the sake of fi ghting in war. Byzantines were suspicious towards the Cath-
olic crusaders from the very beginning. Simply put, the Roman Popes organized cam-
paigns for the sake of liberation of Holy Places independently of Byzantine, which con-
sidered itself to be the only legitimate guardian of Christianity and for centuries con-
trolled the Holy Places on its territories.

In Orthodox countries, the Mother of God, holy soldiers George, Demetrius, 
Theodor Tyron, Procopius, Mercurius, and others, were considered the patrons of people 
in war. The sword and the spear were exclusive symbols of victory, which can be seen in 
the iconography of holy warriors. The spiritual nature of war is demonstrated in great 
virtues of human character, which were forged in war: manliness, courage, self-sacrifi ce, 
heroism and chivalry. Modern armed confl icts do not have any character of holiness for 
Christians, which wars had in the past when weapons and equipment were blessed, icons 
were carried in front of armies, and wars were waged for the defense of Orthodox religion 
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and fatherland. Nikolai Berdyaev said that modern wars resemble more and more the 
clashes of criminal gangs and not a chivalrous competition.

In Orthodoxy we fi nd a permanent conviction that war and peace happen by prov-
idence, or by the will and permission of God. The fi nal outcome of war or any other form 
of political confl ict is defi nitely in the hands of God. There is deep conscience about the 
fact that no matter how strong the army is, there is no hope for success in war, and fi nal 
victory, without God’s help.11 It is not enough to rely on human power and means, because 
support from above is needed: “If God be for us, who is against us?” (St. Paul to Romans 
8:31). “My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:2).

In the core of this belief lies the understanding that God has unlimited, absolute 
power, incomparable to the power of man, overcoming it greatly. That power is mystical, 
mysterious, invisible and unknowable, man depends on it, his life is controlled by it. A 
man is not given the power to foresee any action of God. Pit is precisely because of this 
feeling of dependence on God’s omnipotence, which can help or hinder man in war or 
some other form of political confl ict, that man has to try to infl uence it, control it with 
certain acts and behavior – prayer, life, confession, fast, repentance. Such understanding 
comes from the essence of Christian faith and anthropologic view that man hopes and 
relies not on himself and his power, but primarily on God. 

In Orthodox iconography Christian rulers are often portrayed receiving weapons 
from Heavens, angels or Archangel Michael. Divine origin of weapons in the hands of vic-
torious Orthodox rulers was fi rst painted in Byzantium12, and we fi nd it in Serbian art not 
until the middle of the XIV century, and it has been preserved only on wall paintings. Em-
peror Dušan was the fi rst to be represented in that manner, between 1343 and 1345, on the 
western facade of the church of Saint George in the village Pološki in FYR Macedonia.13

In the Middle Ages it was common for Orthodox rulers to wear a pectoral cross 
in battles, which had a symbolic function, especially a victorious one, portraying not just 
the ruler but the entire country too (Byzantium, Latin Empire, Serbia, Bulgaria, Georgia, 
Russia). Serbian rulers from the Middle Ages and the rulers of surrounding states (Byz-
antium, Bulgaria, Ungary) and most other European states wore pectoral crosses as a part 
of their insignia,14 as a symbol of victorious cross of honor. This was not the custom of 
only Orthodox rulers, but also of Catholic and Protestant. Simeon the Myrrh-bearer (Ste-

11 It is interesting that a modern secular philosopher, H. Arendt, who studies violence, admits that “violence 
holds the added element of arbitrariness; nowhere fortune, good or bad luck, plays a more decisive role than 
on the battlefi eld, and this involvement of something completely unexpected does not disappear when peo-
ple call it “coincidence” and fi nd it scientifi cally doubtful; it cannot be eliminated by simulations, scenarios, 
theory of games and such. There is no certainty in these situations, not even the fi nal certainty of mutual 
destruction under certain anticipated circumstances” (Arent, 2002:9).

12 The oldest presentation of that kind has remained in the Psalter of Basil II that is kept in Venice. After the 
war with the Arabs in the East, between 1001 and 1005 or around 1019 AD, after having defeated the army 
of emperor Samuel, Basil II is shown on a miniature on a decorated throne, dressed in tunic and armor, while 
from above, from the segments of Heaven pectoral Jesus gives him a stem that Archangel Gabriel sets on his 
head, fl ying in from the right. Meanwhile, Archangel Michael, coming from the left, brings a spear that the 
emperor takes with his right arm. In his left arm he already has a sword in scabbard.

13 Serbian emperor Dušan stands painted with a cross-like scepter in his right hand while an “angel of God” 
descends from the right and puts a sword in scabbard into his left hand.

14 Signs, symbols, signs of distinction, rank or dignity, honorary symbols.
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fan Nemanja) sent a pectoral cross15 from Mount Athos to his son Stefan the First-
crowned, in order to be of a manifold use, but primarily for protection and military victo-
ry. Many miraculous icons are venerated in Orthodoxy, mostly those of the Mother of 
God, which are believed to have brought victories in wars.

To what extent military victory is important can be deduced from the Great Eu-
chologion, where we fi nd prayers for: consecration of military fl ags and blessing of the 
army before war; blessing of military weapons, blessing of a war ship and its soldiers, etc. 
(Veliki trebnik, 1993:526–539). When consecrating a military fl ag a priest prays: “Al-
mighty and eternal God ... This fl ag, which we prepared for battle, visit with your heav-
enly blessing, bless and consecrate, so that your army can defeat the enemy and give it 
victory: and that, guarded by You, make the army of all our enemies fl ee; and let it always 
be terrible and horrid to all enemies of Christians, and let it be a hope that your loyal 
servants can rely on, let it be a reliable hope in victory and bravery and strength; and, 
secured with the prayers of Your holy, and surrounded by armies of Your angels, let it 
show Your servants the symbols of joy and strength, symbols of victory and courage and 
heroism against the enemies.” And when he sprinkles it, he says: “Blessed is this military 
fl ag for the sake of strength and encouragement of the Christ-loving army and the victo-
ries against all enemies; sprinkling this water I bless it in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen” (Veliki trebnik, 1993:530–531).

When a priest blesses a weapon, he says: “Send Your heavenly blessing upon 
this weapons (he lists them by name), give power and strength to be carried for fortifi ca-
tion and protection of Your holy Church, and of the poor and widows, and on the land of 
your holy heritage; and make it awful and frightening to every enemy army; and show it 
always victorious in Your glory” (Veliki trebnik, 1993:534).

Prayers which are recommended by the Orthodox Church in times of war, for 
various goals, are based on the Second Epistle to Corinthians: “Now thanks be to God, 
who always maketh us to triumph in Christ Jesus, and manifesteth the odour of his knowl-
edge by us in every place” (2 Corinthians 2:14); and from Gospel of Matthew: “Ask, and 
it shall be given you: seek, and you shall find: knock, and it shall be opened to you. For 
every one that asketh, receiveth: and he that seeketh, findeth: and to him that knocketh, it 
shall be opened. Or what man is there among you, of whom if his son shall ask bread, will 
he reach him a stone? Or if he shall ask him a fish, will he reach him a serpent? If you then 
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children: how much more will your Fa-
ther who is in heaven, give good things to them that ask him?” (Matthew 7:7–11). Ha-
giographic writings show that, besides praying for help to God, directly to Jesus Christ, 
mediation is often asked from Virgin Marry, Saint George, Saint Nicholas and other 
saints. There are examples of taking vows before the battle, such as Stefan of Dečani 
taking a vow before the battle of Velbuzhd in front of the icon of Saint George, promising 
to decorate it and reward greatly the temple it is in if he is victorious.

 More than once a prayer is found for the Christ-loving army in the Liturgy of 
Saint John Chrysostom. These prayers are believed to be added to the Liturgy after the 

15 Pectoral crosses exist in other countries of the Byzantine world, Georgia and Bulgaria. Chronologically and 
geographically, the Bulgarian example is especially close to ours. A pectoral cross that belonged to the Bul-
garian emperor George Terter is kept at the Monastery of Vatopedi on Mount Athos; the inscription does not 
make it clear whom the cross belonged to, George I (1281–1292) or George II (1321–1323). The inscription 
shows that the cross was considered a symbol of George’s victory over the “barbarians”.
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time of Emperor Constantine. I. Ilyin responds to the question why the Church is praying 
for a Christ-loving army, when the task of an army is to plan and prepare for war, i.e. 
destruction, killing and bloodshed, all the things opposite to the teaching and the life of 
Christ, in his article ‘About Christ-loving army’: “But there are wars that are spiritually 
just and morally necessary. Those are the wars that the Church refers to when praying for 
the Christ-loving army. And the warrior, if he is a Christian believer, cannot be separated 
from Christ in any work or moment of his life. Even when, by military duty, he goes to 
war and battles. And he will not be worthy of his soldier’s title if he ‘fi ghts without Christ’ 
or ‘opposite to Christ’, but only when he clearly and strongly remembers his Christian 
title and calling” (Iljin, 1939).

THE GOAL OF WAR – FOR WHAT AND FOR WHOM 
IS LIFE WORTH GIVING FOR IN WAR?

The questions ‘What are the legitimate goals of war that we can justly strive to?’ 
and What is a just goal of a just war?’ have many answers: faith, freedom, justice, father-
land, people, etc. Michael Walzer claims that professional soldiers in war are guided by 
passion for victory: “When soldiers believe they are fi ghting an aggressor, war is no longer 
just a state to be endured. It is a crime they must resist – although they have to suffer its 
consequences in order to resist it – and they can hope for a victory that is more than simple 
redemption from an imminent brutal combat. Experiencing war as hell creates what we 
call higher ambition: it does not try to negotiate with the enemy, but to defeat and punish 
him, and if not to end the tyranny of war, then to minimize the probability of its future 
reign. And when someone is fi ghting for these kinds of causes, victory becomes very im-
portant” (Walzer, 2010:67). However, the argument that modern wars represent a struggle 
for the survival of soldiers, more than a purposeful action, is reasonable. Pure physical and 
biological survival is becoming the essence of war, not the fi ght for a higher spiritual cause, 
because the modern man and his community have lost the deep spiritual meaning. 

What does Orthodoxy recognize as the purpose of war? This is one of the most 
diffi cult questions that have bothered Christian ethics from the beginning: “Taking on a 
sword makes sense only if there is something to die for: for the sake of God’s work on 
earth. It is pointless for those who know nothing above themselves and their personal life 
on Earth to take on swords; it is better for him to throw the sword away and run for his 
life, even for the price of a humiliating subjugation to the enemies” (Iljin, 2001:156), ar-
gues Ivan Iljin in a completely Orthodox style.

The crucial and most important thing is that Jesus Christ conquered ‘the world’, 
discovering the meaning of life and existance of man, but not only that, but showing him 
the way to it as well. The goal is eternal life in the Heavenly Kingdom, and the way is 
Christ himself, who says: “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6), which 
means that the way to the objective is to follow the example of Christ and observe His 
commandments. It is imperative for Christians to strive for the fundamental thing, the 
Kingdom of God, and His justice, and everything else will be added to them (Matthew 
6:33): food, clothes, health, knowledge, peace etc. Consequently, there is no war of man 
against man, or people against people. In that sense, the only desireble and completely 
justifi ed and neccessery war is the one that a Christian should wage against himself, his 
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passions and sins. According to the spiritual codex, only if that war is permanent, there 
will be no armed confl icts, but if it is not permanent, that would inevitably lead to war 
against God, followed by war between men (Velimirović, 1993:162).

Establishing peace as the purpose of war is a concept that Christianity adopted 
from the ancient world, hence violence should be kept on minimum, as little as it takes to 
reach the satisfaction from the enemy. But the question emerges, why peace, what is the 
purpose of peace, why is peace such a popular topic? The usual answers are: personal 
security, state, culture, economic progress, progress in every way. Victory in war is not a 
value in itself, but a presumption of reaching higher causes. Celebrating God is the es-
sence of peace, and if anything stands in the place of celebrating Him, then peace is un-
sustainable, and we can expect war, sooner or later. In the well-known ‘Khazar debate’ 
between Saint Cyril and the Muslims, which is inevitably used when considering the 
Orthodox view of war and answering the question why do Christians go to war, Saint 
Cyril quotes Jesus: “This is my commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved 
you. Greater love than this no man hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:12–13), and points out the goal of war: “We do it because of our closest relatives, lest 
their soul would be enslaved along with their bodies” (Kliment & Konstantin, 1964:63). 
The care for souls is substance and the greatest value that comes from victory in war, 
because otherwise, in the case of defeat, our closest ones would be led to doing ‘God-op-
posing evil deeds’, which means that they would be forced to deviate from the faith that 
leads them to salvation.

Is the Christian-Orthodox view that war is only legitimate if there are realistic 
perspectives for victory? This argument is based upon the New Testament, in the Gospel 
according to Luke, in the famous metaphor that Jesus uses to explain what it means to 
truly follow Him: “Or what king, about to go to make war against another king, doth not 
first sit down, and think whether he be able, with ten thousand, to meet him that, with 
twenty thousand, cometh against him? Or else, whilst the other is yet afar o�, sending an 
embassy, he desireth conditions of peace” (Luke 14:31–32).

The view that war is only legitimate if there is a reasonable chance of success – 
victory, and if not, then we should pray for peace, is not exclusive. The Orthodox Serbian 
history did not stick to that view much. On the contrary, there were often deviations. The 
leading thought was that the value that was defended was of the outmost signifi cance, not 
the certainty of success and victory. The magnitude of force and power is not measured only 
by its empirical effects in Orthodoxy. The whole world lies in wickedness, evil and suffering 
rule the world, and armed violence and war are just one of the manifestations. The Orthodox 
Christians believe in victory over the ‘world’, which saves the world as a construct enslaved 
by powers of evil, mostly out of trust in the words of Christ: “In the world you shall have 
distress, but have confidence, I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

TENSION BETWEEN VICTORY AND HONEST STRUGGLE – 
AN ORTHODOX SOLUTION

What is the relationship between victory (defeat) in war and respecting the rules 
of war? The fact is that the rules of war changed throughout history, and that they are not 
permanent in any war. At best they are respected as long as victory is certain (Walzer, 
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2010:284). Michael Walzer realistically states: “The belief that victory is of the most 
moral value plays an important role in the so-called ‘logic of war’. We do not call war hell 
because it is led without any restraint. It is more accurate to say that when we come cross 
a certain restraint, the hell of war forces us to neglect every other restraint in order to win. 
This holds the greatest tyranny: the ones resisting the aggression are forced to imitate, if 
not even exceed the brutality of the aggressor” (Walzer, 2010:67).

We witness the absence of any mercy, honesty and chivalry in modern armed 
confl icts, uprisings, civil wars, anti-terrorist and anti-rebel operations, ‘humanitarian in-
terventions’ and in other untraditional forms of hostility.16 The supremacy of ‘force over 
the law’ is effective, and the discussion about ‘values’ and justice is becoming noting 
more than rhetoric that is “put in motion by the phrases and hypocritical declarations of 
principles, as additional means of the brutal will for power” (Evola, 2010:190). Defeat in 
war can sometimes be fatal, with tragic and huge consequences, which can lead up to the 
extermination of one people or some social community. This makes the tension between 
victory and rules of war eternally signifi cant, both theoretically and practically, and the 
answers and actions differ depending on the context and participants. 

What is the Christian-Orthodox view? The fi rst obstacle is the establishment of 
rules; is it the medieval code of feudal warrior or the eight rules of Mao Tse Tung or 
something else? The Orthodox view, typically deontologic, is deeply founded in the com-
mandments and Revelation of God. Namely, Christian rules (laws) are only signifi cant if 
they are the expression of the will of God17 and not if they are created by the free and 
volatile will and mind of man. Failing to obey or violating such rules, which are moral 
laws, represent a sacrilege, sin with consequences far greater than the ones for violating 
any law of man or nature. Since they are from ‘above’, the laws (rules) of God have sense 
because respecting them leads us “upwards” into the Heavenly Kingdom.

The Old Testament specifi cally demands that the law of God be strictly respect-
ed in war, and that it must not be violated in any commandment: “When thou goes to war 
against any enemies, thou shalt keep thyself from every evil thing” (Deuteronomy 23:9). 
Robbery, marauding, adultery, desecration of sanctity or any other sin are an obstacle for 
victory in war and lead directly to defeat. Such a thing must not be done by army com-
manders or by the army itself, down to the last soldier, if they wish to achieve victory in 
war. The higher the rank of the soldier, the greater obstacle his sin is for his army to win. 
“The sin of commanders of an army against God and divine law is equal to planned 
treason and surrender to the enemy” (Velimirović, 1993:74), claims the Holy Nikolaj 
(Velimirović).

Looting in war is explicitly forbidden, because it is considered to inevitably lead 
to defeat. From the perspective of war and warfare, it is unconceivable to fi ght for higher 
causes and simultaneously sink to the worldliest trivialities. There are numerous exam-
ples of that in the Old Testament, and the most striking one is the unexpected defeat of the 
army of Joshua at the Amorite city of Ai (Joshua 7:5). Stunned by the outcome, com-
mander Joshua cried out to the Lord asking Him to reveal the mysterious cause of the 

16 In modern times of shameless competition, instead of love among men and observing other Christian values, 
the highest values are egoism, narcissism and success at every cost. Such society is doomed to ruthless wars. 
Such society is less and less based on Christian values of good, forgiveness, sacrifi ce and compassion.

17 The rules of Ecumenical and Regional councils and those of the Church Fathers are considered to be just like 
that, an expression of God’s will.
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defeat. In the long prayer in front of the Ark of Testimony it was revealed to him that the 
defeat was caused by looting of someone in his army. “Israel hath sinned, and trans-
gressed my covenant: and they have taken damned things, and they have stolen and lied, 
and have hidden them among their goods” (Joshua 7:11).

In his search for the thief Joshua fi nds the culprit Achan the son of Carmi of the 
tribe of Judah, who admits to taking a mantle, 200 shekels of silver and a bar of gold from 
the city of Jericho, and burying them under his tent. Joshua punished the robber gravely 
– by stoning him and his entire family, along with the cattle and his entire property. After 
this expurgation of sins, Joshua easily conquered the city of Ai.

We fi nd similar ideas, beliefs and values in the Orthodox tradition of Serbs. The 
biographer Theodosius describes the way that Saint Sava taught the soldiers: “He taught 
the soldiers to avoid violence and unjust taking, and advised them to be content with their 
wages, wives and gifts from the emperor” (Teodosije, 1992:167). Theodosius basically 
attributes to Saint Sava the words of Saint John the Baptist addressed to the soldiers: “Do 
violence to no man; neither calumniate any man; and be content with your wages” (Luke 
3:14). Instead of using Saint John’s word ‘violence’, Saint Sava, according to Theodosius, 
tells the soldiers to ‘avoid violence and unjust taking’ (violence, not every use of force; 
unjust taking, not every appropriation of the spoils of war), not only to be ‘content with 
their wages’, but also with ‘wives and gifts from the emperor’. Unjust taking is surely 
considered looting in war. In the famous ‘Dušan’s Codex’ war looting was also forbidden: 
“whoever fi nds anything in the land of the emperor, he shall not take it, and then not say, 
I will give it back, if someone recognizes it, and if he accepts or takes it, he shall pay as a 
robber and a thief, and if he fi nds anything in a foreign land, on a soldier, he shall bring it 
in front of the emperor and the duke” (Dušanov zakonik, 1986:73).

Numerous places in the Scriptures, hagiographic and other writings indicate that 
debauchery in war is the cause of misfortune and defeat. The result of this sin in war is 
seen in the example of the chosen Jewish people when ‘committed fornication with the 
daughters of Moab’ (Numbers 25:1). Along with the adultery of the fl esh, the Israelites 
committed the adultery of spirit, which means that they had forgotten God, and started 
respecting and bowing to Moab idols. That was a reason enough for the entire people to 
be punished. Instead of defeating the Moabs, the Israelites were defeated. The punish-
ment was, once again, severe. Aaron’s grandson Fines entered the tent of an Israelite that 
brought a Madianite woman for adultery and lanced them both with a spear. Moses or-
dered for all of the people’s leaders who had committed adultery and fornication to be 
hung. After that, the Israelites advanced and won victories over the enemies.

In a number of biographies of holy warriors we can fi nd the signifi cance of with-
holding from fornicating in war, for example, the successful resisting the passion of the 
Roman duke Nicholas from the time of Roman emperor Nicephor I (802–811), then the 
holy soldier Taksioth and others.18 The aforementioned demand of Saint Sava for soldiers 
to be content with ‘their wives’ is nothing more than a warning to soldiers to be wise and 
preserve their marriage, and a lesson that debauchery and fornicating in war bring misery. 
It is interesting how Saint Sava adds his lesson to a well-known gospel advice of John the 
Baptist. The knowledge of this remained in Serbian people maybe until World War I, but 
has faded ever since, along with the fading of faith.

18 Elaborated in: Grozdić, 2013, 225, 381.



31

Christ does not lull us into the illusion that there will be no war, but realistically 
reveals that armed confl ict will be present until the end of days: “And you shall hear of 
wars and rumors of wars. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against king-
dom” (Matthew 24:6–7). However, Jesus teaches us how not to cause war. We fi nd nu-
merous examples in the Scriptures of how infi delity and immorality of military and peo-
ple’s leaders cause war and defeat. In contrast, because of fairness and goodness of the 
leaders, the ones that respect God and His commandments, Lord gives the peace and 
prosperity to a nation, peace to the state, and victory if it comes to war. 

Facing danger, states and nations are prepared to become allies with anybody, to 
‘make a pact with the devil’, just to win, neglecting the morality and faith of potential 
allies, relying only on their military and economic power. It is believed that such an ally 
brings misfortune, because ‘partnering with evil, brings evil to all partners’, and then 
there will no longer be any help from the strongest and the most reliable ally – God.

The Scripture advises that weapons and the number of soldiers are not crucial for 
achieving victory, but spiritual and moral factor: “Weapons do not help, General, where 
God does not help. And where God helps, victory can lie in a sling of a shepherd.”19 Every 
sin in war is revenged much quicker than in peace, and there are no accidents. “A soldier 
has to be pure of sin in war, and fearfully stand with his spirit straight as a candle in front 
of God. That has been known by peasant peoples of the Balkans forever” (Velimirović, 
1993:75), writes holy Nikolaj (Velimirović). We must admit that many members of these 
‘peasant peoples of the Balkans’ forgot about this in armed confl icts during the disintegra-
tion of former SFR Yugoslavia.

In Orthodoxy there are no exceptions to the emphasis on obeying the rules of 
war and merciful behavior, because trust in divine support comes from that feeling of just 
acting, and trust in victory from it. As soon as sin emerges in a victorious army, it is fol-
lowed by defeat, because it is believed that one cannot sin against the law of God and live 
in peace. War is not a state where no rules and inhibitions apply, where moral and spiritu-
al laws are non-existent. In Orthodox understanding, fairness in war is not a guarantee of 
victory, but it is surely a condition. Unfair fi ghting is, on the other hand, a guarantee of 
defeat, maybe not instantly, but absolutely on the long run.

The basis for this argument is found in the Scripture, namely in the Epistle of 
Apostle Paul to the Ephesians: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against fl esh and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God that ye may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your 
feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, 
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fi ery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6: 10–17). 
Apostle lists the following weapons of God: to girt the loins with the truth, to enrobe the 
breastplate of righteousness, to put the Gospel of peace on the feet, to take the shield of 
faith, and the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 

19 Refers to the fi ght of David and Goliath (Velimirović, 1993:109).
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prayer and patience. This obviously refers to a spiritual struggle, spiritual war, but as 
means and methods that could be applied to physical war too.

There is no dilemma that murder in war is a sin for Orthodox Christians, regard-
less of higher and selfl ess motives. “According to the Church, man does not govern the 
mistery of life and death, and thus cannot take what he has not given...“ (Grozdić, Gos-
tović & Kajtez, 2013:41). However, is it not a sin to peacefully watch the wrongdoings of 
the aggressor? That is why Christian’s duty is to go and commit a sin in his external 
combat against evil, if his withholding from combat would result in a greater sin. A Chris-
tian should not remain passive for the sake of ‘clean hands’ and because of the notion that 
evil in the world cannot be completely destroyed. On the contrary, his duty is to oppose 
evil with physical force, if in that moment it is the most effi cient means of defending the 
world from it. It is necessary to differentiate between the Orthodox-Christian view of 
essential overcoming of evil, which is possible only using good, and defending the world 
from evil, when it is not only permitted but also necessary to oppose evil with physical 
force.

CONCLUSION

Political thoughts in general in Orthodoxy contain a higher political ideal, bound 
by the teachings of the New Testament on salvation, not only personal, but on salvation 
of all Orthodox peoples as spiritual communities. Political thoughts and political acts can 
be best understood just through this ideal, as a key to the puzzle, even when it comes to 
the issues of war, its victory or defeat. Salvation as an ideal gives sense to every under-
taking, pervades every decision. The concept of victory had and still has a signifi cant role 
in the Christian-Orthodox view of war. No matter what is considered a legitimate reason 
for entering war, victory was always the aim. Why? Because victory and defeat were seen 
as a sign from God, victory as a confi rmation of justice, law and truth, and defeat as pun-
ishment for injustice, transgression and lie. Victory in war is considered a confi rmation of 
true faith and morality in general. Therefore, a specifi c value of the Orthodox view of war 
and armed confl ict in general, along with victories and defeats, is a deep insight and con-
fi rmation of the outmost importance of spiritual and moral factor, compared to the mate-
rial, regardless how much it resembles ‘war idealism’ from the modern point of view.

The understanding that God represents a fi rst-class political factor, that He is an 
absolute sovereign and the source of political and every other authority, the bearer and 
source of absolute political power, dominates Orthodoxy. In armed forces confl icts, with 
all of their material and physical resources, the will of God is crucial and is above every-
thing. So, men are only the masters of causes of wars never the outcomes. Uncertainty, 
suspense and risk of the outcome, as its essential attribute, in the Orthodox view is dimin-
ished by showing the ways and means of spiritual and moral nature, which certainly lead 
to victory. Victory and defeat in war can be a logical consequence of what happened be-
fore, and how a community, people or state acted, how truly their rulers served God. 

Unequivocally, the Orthodox view is that the side in war which is granted victo-
ry by God’s will, which has the purest and strongest faith in God and respects God’s law 
more consistently wins. Those who are like this will be spared of war, or will be victori-



33

ous in war, regardless of their numbers, culture and weapons, but those who have fallen 
from God, who do not respect the law of God, will be defeated, regardless of their mate-
rial and technological supremacy. It means that victory is a material realization, imple-
mentation of something that has a higher cause, meaning and sense. If people, along with 
their leaders, would follow Jesus, they would be spared of war, or would triumph in it.
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Abstract: 

Hate crimes are criminal offences, often violent and destructive, where the perpe-
trator is motivated by prejudice against the social group to which the victim belongs. Hate 
crimes not only do great harm to the victims, but to society as a whole. Considering the 
specifi c motive of commission and consequences of hate crimes, they have been distin-
guished as a distinct type of crime, which is generally agreed upon in literature, and argu-
ments that corroborate it are more convincing that those disputing it. The solution of basic 
conceptual issues paves the way to critically examine other dilemmas, which is not agreed 
upon by all either in theory or practice. The paper concludes that despite the fact that hate 
crimes have been the subject of research for more than two decades, it is still necessary to 
critically examine the theoretical soundness and practical usability of this concept.

Keywords:  hate crimes, prejudices, hatred,  protected characteristics, victims.

INTRODUCTION

Hate crime is a relatively new concept in contemporary criminological research, 
which was fi rst used in the United States2 in the 1980s. The term “hate crime” can be 
traced back to United States Representatives John Conyers, Barbara Kennelly, and Mario 
Biaggi, who in 1985 cosponsored the bill in the House of Representatives that became the 
federal “Hate Crime Statistics Act”, which requires the U.S. Department of Justice to 

1 Corresponding author: Velibor Lalić, PhD, European Defendology Center Banja Luka, e-mail: lalicveli-
bor@gmail.com.

2 There are a number of dilemmas surrounding the concept of hate crime, including the adequacy of the liter-
al translation of this phrase from English into the South Slavic languages. In domestic legal and criminolog-
ical literature, most authors who have addressed this issue use the term “hate crimes” (Ignjatović, 2005, 
2011; Pavlović, 2008; Milašinović & Simeunović-Patić, 2010; Ciric, 2011; Tripković, 2011). 
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collect and publish information concerning crimes motivated by racial, religious, or eth-
nic bias. Ever since, the use of the term “hate crime” by the news media has increased 
dramatically. Legal scholars began using the term at the beginning of the 1990s (Jacobs 
& Potter, 1998). The concept of hate crime has a number of characteristics shared with 
what in the hate-crime literature is referred to as ethnic violence, religion-motivated 
crimes, homophobic violence, or heterosexist violence (Green, McFalls & Smith, 2001). 
The popularization of this generic term, which encompasses racist, anti-Semitic, sexist 
and homophobic attacks, has led many scholars to observe and study different manifesta-
tions of bias-motivated aggression as a unique analytic and conceptual category (Byford, 
2003). Criminologist Djordje Ignjatovic notes that some forms of crime such as organized 
crime, white-collar crime, violent crime, or domestic violence were fi rst theoretically 
defi ned in criminology, and then normatively operationalized in criminal law, unlike hate 
crimes in which case the process was reversed. As Ignjatovic states, in response to what 
most viewed as an escalation of hate crimes leading to distrust and intergroup tension, 
lawmakers in the U.S. and the U.K fi rst introduced the category of hate crimes into crim-
inal law and judicial practice, and then criminologists began defi ning this term. Such 
practice resulted in an array of dilemmas, vague and imprecise defi nitions of the concept 
of hate crime (Ignjatović, 2005). The existing research on this issue is mainly exploratory 
and descriptive, whereas the research studying the social determinants of hate crime, on 
the other hand, has not studied them suffi ciently. Criminologists did not make any serious 
attempts to explain hate crimes theoretically. Barbara Perry, a leading expert on hate 
crimes, argues that it is diffi cult to develop theories to explain this concept without suffi -
cient empirical evidence (Perry, 2001). Green et al. argue that hate crimes are diffi cult to 
defi ne, measure and explain (Green et al., 2001). In social psychology, there is a body of 
work on bias attitudes. However, the analysis of the current body of literature reveals a 
small number of studies which directly and systematically explore how prejudice and bias 
escalate into acts of violence (Green et al., 2001). Due to insuffi cient exploration of this 
phenomenon, there have appeared different defi nitions and interpretations, which make it 
diffi cult to gain a deeper understanding of the phenomenon. Some commentators believe 
that the term “hate crime” is loaded with dilemmas and diffi culties. In fact, it is oftentimes 
used very broadly, encompassing any hate-crime act against the victim (Perry, 2003). 
Others, in extreme cases, interpret this term as genocide, ethnic cleansing and serial ho-
micide. Other aspects of this phenomenon encompass attacks and homicide. Incidents of 
abuse, vandalism, and threats that jeopardize the victims’ quality of life are considered 
less serious offences (Green et al., 2001: Croall & Wall, 2002). In the modern criminolog-
ical literature, hate-crime offences have been defi ned as unlawful, violent, destructive 
behavior, or intimidation motivated by the perpetrator’s bias against the social group to 
which the victim belongs (Ignjatović, 2005). As previously stated, hate crimes are a new 
area of criminological research. Most of the research into hate crimes was carried out in 
the United States, where this issue has been studied much longer than in Britain, for in-
stance, or other countries.3 Generally, there are not enough empirical generalizations that 
would provide a more complete understanding and explanation of the hate crimes prob-

3 The concept of hate crimes gained signifi cance and a growing intrest in the UK in 1999 after the publication 
of the Macpherson report (Macpherson, 1999) on the racist murder of a young black man Stephen Lawrence 
in London in 1993 (McLaughlin, 2002).
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lem (Ardley, 2005). With that in mind, we notice the myriad of unresolved conceptual 
issues such as the specifi city of hate crime in relation to other (non-hate) crimes, and, on 
the other hand, justifi cations for categorizing these criminal offenses as a distinct type of 
crime. Fierce scholarly debates have erupted over this issue and a number of scholars 
made arguments refuting the concept of hate crime as a distinct, conceptual, legal and 
practical category. However, if we accept the concept of hate crime, the following ques-
tion immediately imposes itself – which social groups should or should not count as a 
special group covered by the law and why? The next question concerns similarities and 
differences between hate crimes and terrorism, genocide, ethnic cleansing, discrimina-
tion, or hate speech (Green et al., 2001). According to Ignjatovic, all those involving in 
the systematic processing of hate crimes should fi rst resolve the issue as to whether hate-
crime offences should be classifi ed as a distinct type of crime; if so, only then would it be 
reasonable to engage in solving the multitude of problems, bearing in mind that even the 
most basic conceptual issues related to hate crimes have not been resolved yet (Ignja-
tović, 2005).4 The paper provides an overview of arguments made by critics and propo-
nents of the concept of hate crime; considers explanations concerning the content of the 
hate crime concept, respectively the issue of protected characteristics, and explores simi-
larities and differences between hate crimes and related concepts. 

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF AND AGAINST 
THE CONCEPT OF HATE CRIME 

Aside from defenders of the concept of hate crime as a criminological concept, 
there are those who opposite it. The arguments against the concept of hate crime in the 
literature are classifi ed as sociological, legal and political. Sociological arguments indi-
cate that the criminalization of bias-motivated acts creates grater social divisions than it 
contributes to social integration. The dilemma of diversity is a philosophical and legal 
issue that has implications for an array of social issues (Gratt & Janness, 2001). Should 
members of minority groups be treated the same as members of the majority or should 
they be given a special recognition that is the dilemma between social integration and 
division, and equal and special treatment (Gratt & Janness, 2001). This dilemma has been 
a subject of controversy in the literature. The legal arguments against this concept assert 
that the entire concept is contrary to human rights and freedoms, and that hate crimes are 
diffi cult to prove. Political arguments against this concept show that hate crimes arise as 
a result of the infl uence of interest groups on public policy. As per sociological arguments, 
Jacobs and Potter, leading critiques of this concept, argue that the criminalization of hate 
crimes creates even greater social divisions (Jacobs and Potter, 1997; Jacobs & Potter, 

4 As it may be noted, the ascertainment that basic conceptual issues have not yet been resolved in the literature 
is true; however, it is also unquestionable that this is a highly topical issue in contemporary criminological 
research in the developed world. The facts which support the separation of hate crimes show that many 
countries have criminalized offenses motivated by prejudice or bias in national criminal legislations. Even 
if we challenged the specifi city of hate crimes as a distinct type of crime, as a subject of criminological re-
search, various forms of violence motivated by prejudice or bias toward other social groups would still re-
main a signifi cant social and security problem worthy of attention.
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1998).5 They argue it is diffi cult to view hate crimes as a special category because of their 
ambiguous, subjective and confl icting nature. They point out the problem of impossibili-
ty to determine the motive of an individual or a group concerning hate crimes – the per-
petrator or perpetrators of these crimes. Furthermore, they criticize the reliability of the 
data collected by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the United States. Data 
collection and analysis of these offenses in the US did not contribute to better understand-
ings of hate crimes or to more effi cient work of law enforcement agencies. These authors 
believe that the U.S. Government, by insisting on hate crimes as a separate category of 
crime, creates a false or misleading impression that there has been a signifi cant escalation 
of bias-motivated crimes in the U.S. Furthermore, the critics of this concept emphasize 
the essential role of the media in creating public opinion about the extent of hate crime. 
Many newspaper articles emphasize the alarming situation of bias-motivated violence 
without providing adequate evidence or explanations. Sometimes the media can contrib-
ute to bias-motivated violence (Jacobs & Henry, 1996). Furthermore, Henry and Jacobs 
(Jacobs & Henry, 1996) indicate that scholars also play a contributing role in shaping 
opinions that America faces hate crimes at a higher rate than in the past, and particularly 
criticize the book “The Rising Tide of Bigotry and Bloodshed: Hate crimes” by Jack 
Levin and Jack McDevitt (Levin & McDevitt, 1993), who claim that there is a tide of hate 
crimes the United States, and that the situation will continue to worsen. Their predictions 
are based on reports from non-governmental organizations such as the Anti-Defamation 
League, Klan Watch and the National Institute against Prejudice and Violence. Levin and 
McDevitt argue that economic problems create frustration and resentment and, coupled 
with stereotypes and prejudices, cause a tide of violence. Jacobs and Henry sharply criti-
cize such views, stating that they are not based on research fi ndings, but rather on specu-
lations made by other commentators (Jacobs & Henry, 1996). As has already been stated, 
the legal arguments against hate crimes hold that the entire concept of hate crime is con-
trary to human rights and freedoms, and point out the diffi culty in proving a hate crime. 
Ivan Hare discusses two types of arguments against the criminalization of hate crimes 
(Hare, 1997). The fi rst group of arguments refers to contradictions between statutes trying 
to criminalize hate crimes and the rights guaranteed by the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights. In particular, Hare emphasizes freedom of expression, freedom of speech and 
freedom of association. The second group of arguments is pragmatic and relates to diffi -
culties in proving hate crimes. Furthermore, Jacobs and Potter believe that the enhanced 
punishment of hate-crime perpetrators for their offensive beliefs and values is   contrary to 
the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution which guarantees the freedom of speech 
(Jacobs & Potter, 1997; Jacobs & Potter, 1998). Joe Morgan also criticizes the criminal-
ization of bias-motivated crimes as a distinct category of criminal offense, and enhanced 
punishment. He discusses the inherent problem of proving a hate crime, as well as the 
issue of enhanced punishment of hate-crime perpetrators, arguing that the democratic 

5 This is conrary to the opinion of sociologist Emile Durkheim that crime causes social reaction that integrates 
society (Durkheim, 1972), whereas hate crimes create divisions. This view is unjustifi ed, taking into consid-
eration that hate crimes are the so-called message crimes (American Psychological Association [APA], 1998), 
that the apprehension and punishment of the perpetrators of these criminal violent acts disconnects violent 
communication between antagonistic groups, and separates individual accountability from group account-
ability, prevents a spiral of violence and revenge, and creates new conditions for reparing the harm caused by 
these crimes in the community are created, as well as possibilities for dialogue and social integration.
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right of equality before the law is undermined in this way (Morgan, 2002). Political argu-
ments refuting the concept of hate crime point to the infl uence of political interest groups. 
For example, Jacobs and Henry argue that various interest groups in the United States use 
the issue of hate crimes to achieve their political aims (Jacobs & Henry, 1996). They also 
emphasize that a widely-held view that hate crimes have reached epidemic levels in 
America is unjustifi ed. They allege that the etymology of the word epidemic does not 
portray the actual hate crime rate in the United States. In their view, the actual situation 
has been exaggerated by various interest groups and the media which primary aim is to 
sell more papers, for hate crime cases always attract public attention. However, this is not 
the actual situation in the United States. They further state that LGBT associations, Jew-
ish people, black people, Asian-Americans, and the disabled are leading proponents of the 
thesis that hate crimes have reached epidemic proportions in America. These groups suc-
cessfully obtain political support (Jacobs & Henry, 1996). Associations for the protection 
of women’s rights argue that violence against women is the most common form of hate 
crime. By painting a false picture, women’s rights activists have created a favorable po-
litical climate to criminalize these acts in criminal legislation. For instance, Morgan ad-
dresses the question of which social groups should enjoy special protection and highlights 
the problem of identity, and the role of interest groups in determining social groups which 
should be included in the concept of hate crime (Morgan, 2002). He criticizes the existing 
legal solutions to this problem and rises a question as to whether special treatment en-
joyed by some social groups should be given to other vulnerable categories or social 
groups, such as workers in certain hazardous occupations (police offi cers, prostitutes, or 
heath workers at abortion clinics), who are frequent targets and are attacked with the in-
tent to intimidate the entire group. Additionally, Morgan quotes the category of pedo-
philes as an example, which satisfi es basic criteria for qualifying as hate-crime victims 
(Morgan, 2002). Aside from opponents of the concept of hate crime as a distinct type of 
crime, there are many scholars who support this concept in recent scholarly criminologi-
cal literature. A major arguments put forward in support of this fact are the devastating 
consequences hate crimes can have, not only for the individual and the targeted commu-
nity, but also for society as a whole. For instance, Paul Iganski argues that those who think 
that the criminalization of hate crimes create a greater social division than it integrates the 
society do not provide suffi cient arguments to support such claims (Iganski, 1999: 393). 
Iganski thinks it is important to create a social climate which does not tolerate such be-
havior. Rob White also challenges the arguments made by Jacobs and Potter. White ar-
gues that their arguments, in a long-term perspective, are neither convincing nor construc-
tive (White, 2002). White believes that accepting a wide, or narrower, defi nition of hate 
crime is not so symptomatic in terms of analytical ambiguity as is the political and social 
implications and emotions surrounding debates regarding social evil (White, 2002). It is 
a fact that interest groups use certain social problems to achieve broader goals, usually 
through selective data use and the mobilization of public opinion in a certain direction, 
and it is something that ought to be borne in mind. However, there is a danger that the 
criticism of these interest groups may develop into an ideology describing these lobby 
groups as manipulative, using the current situation as a means to achieve political aims. 
This is one of the favorite rightist’s arguments, who discredit the voices of those who 
point to the concerns of the vulnerable and the powerless in society (White, 2002). White 
emphasizes the importance of understanding social conditions in which hate crimes oc-
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cur, and indicates that, despite all the problems in society, it is necessary to set clear low 
boundaries in order to protect human rights, personal security and the well-being of soci-
ety. Eugene McLaughlin, one of the critics of Jacobs and Potter, holds that hate crimes 
should not be ignored, because even minor incidents can create intolerance, prejudice and 
hostility. Racist groups can use of such a situation to instill fear in an entire minority 
community (McLaughlin, 2002). Jeanine Cogan puts forward certain arguments to sup-
port her view that bias-motivated acts should be criminalized as a distinct type of criminal 
offense, i.e. to be viewed as a separate conceptual category. She also refutes the argu-
ments of critics who hold that the criminalization of hate crimes distinguishes these 
crimes from other types of crime in the sense that hate crimes are deemed more socially 
dangerous acts. Cogan does not refute this claim because different offences have already 
been distinguished by their danger to society (Cogan, 2002). Hate crimes are offences of 
greater societal dangerousness because they have a more harmful psychological impact 
on the victims than other types of crime which are not motivated by bias. She also ex-
plains that great societal dangerousness mirrors in the fact that hate crimes have far-reach-
ing negative consequences on the community (Cogan, 2002). Further arguments that crit-
icize the existence of hate crimes as a distinct legal and criminological category are the 
claims that the situation in the US is very alarming. This poses a question of how alarming 
the situation should be for the government to decide to respond to the existing problems 
(Cogan, 2002). Cogan makes yet another convincing argument in favor of the concept of 
hate crime pertaining to the responsibility of state authorities. Hate crimes are a threat to 
fundamental social values   of a democratic society. The constitutional obligation of the 
state is to protect citizens’ rights and to prevent various forms of discrimination. She also 
refutes the argument of critics that hate crimes can not be proven (Cogan, 2002). U.S. 
Department of Justice has established criteria for determining whether a crime is bi-
as-motivated (Cogan, 2002). Hate crimes are acts of intimidation and control mechanism 
intended for those who do not act in socially acceptable ways (Perry, 2001). Perry ex-
plains that the causes of hate crimes may lie in general attitudes and beliefs that individ-
uals or groups who cross political, social or cultural boundaries are legitimate targets of 
attack (Perry, 2001). Psychological and social repercussions, which are extremely de-
structive to the victim and the costs of damage to homes the victim have to absorb, are not 
the only hate crime consequences. Hate crimes also create intense fear, suspicion, and 
hostility in the community, which have far-reaching negative consequences on soci-
ety-at-large (Perry, 2001). Brian Levin also believes that these crimes pose a great threat 
to society. Hate crimes cause great harm to the individual, the targeted community, pro-
voke retaliatory crimes, infl ict emotional harms on their victims, and incite community 
unrest. (Levin, 1999). Hate crimes cause psychological trauma to the victims, disturb 
social peace, and increase the risk of violence in the community. In addition to this, it is 
important to point out fi nancial and other resources expended to repair the harm caused 
by these crimes (Levin, 1999). Sam Torres discusses trigger incidents, i.e. incidents that 
can be interpreted as a fuse that can provoke retaliatory incidents, civil disturbances and 
riots, if an atmosphere of hate has already been created in society (Torres, 1999). The 
nature of hate crimes, primarily because of their impacts, makes this type of crime unique 
(Saucier, Brown, Mitchell, & Cawman, 2006). McDevitt, Levin, and Bennett believe that 
hate crimes are brutal acts and that victims are usually chosen at random. The social con-
trol of hate crimes is necessary because an individual behavior can cause retaliatory at-
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tacks by the victim groups (McDevitt, Levin, & Bennett, 2002). Incidents and hate crimes 
can easily escalate into a large-scale intergroup confl ict, and if the perpetrators are not 
punished, they will be encouraged to perpetrate such criminal offenses in the future 
(Levin & Rabrenovic, 2001). Thus, even if we accept the view that it is justifi ed to clas-
sify hate crimes a distinct type of crime, certain dilemmas that need to be addressed will 
still continue to arise, such as the issue of protected characteristics, which is discussed in 
the following section.

THE CONTENT OF THE HATE CRIME CONCEPT: 
THE ISSUE OF PROTECTED CHARACTERISTICS

One of the most contentious issues relates to community groups which should be 
given special protection under the law.6 The issue of protected characteristic is not re-
solved in the same manner in legislations, which, in a sense, gives a broader social and 
political character to the entire concept of hate crime. It is a matter of social structure, 
social power and infl uence of various social groups, which have the potential to infl uence 
decisions of the Legislator. Ignjatovic justifi ably raises the question of boundaries. (Ign-
jatović, 2005). This boundary is set by the legislator, which determines which groups 
qualify as victims. Most often this membership is based on racial, national and religious 
identity. The inclusion of gender and the category of disabled persons in the concept of 
hate crime has been a subject of debates and have not been widely accepted in the litera-
ture. Additionally, violence against homosexuals is included in the concept of hate crime. 
Homosexuals are frequent victims of attacks because of their sexual orientation (Herek, 
2009). Barbara Perry believes that every society changes, therefore hate crimes and the 
concept of social identity are variable categories because they are socially constructed 
(Perry, 2001). Additionally, each individual may simultaneously belong to different social 
groups. The question whether to include disability in the concept of hate crime, as well as 
violence against women has been a controversial subject in the existing literature. Argu-
ments in favor of the inclusion of disability in the concept of hate crime are based on the 
fact that bias attitudes and stereotypes against the disabled are the result of their social 
marginalization. Persons with disabilities represent a signifi cant part of the world popula-
tion, 54 million in the US alone (McMahon, West, Lewis, Armstrong, & Conway, 2004: 
69).7 The research results indicate that people with disabilities have a sense of group 
identity (Gratt & Janness, 2001). The associations of disabled people in the US have 
achieved signifi cant political infl uence as a civil rights movement. An argument for in-
cluding this category in the concept of hate crime is the fact that persons with disabilities 
in the United States have traditionally been exposed to various forms of discrimination 
and physical and sexual abuse, including subjection to medical experiments in the past, 

6 In the literature on hate crimes, the term protected characteristics is often used in regard to social groups 
included in the hate crime concept, such as race, national or ethnic origin, religion, sexual orientation and 
the like.

7 It is generally beleived that people with disabilities make up about 10 percent of the world population (Mont, 
2007).
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eugenic8 sterilization and the like. (Gratt & Janness, 2001, McMahon et al., 2004). Con-
sidering disability, it is necessary to examine whether persons with disabilities are at-
tacked because they are easy targets unable to resist, or they are attacked because of the 
hatred toward the disabled as a group. This is a crucial issue that should be borne in mind 
when analyzing this problem. The controversial issue of gender would not be addressed 
in the context of hate crimes until many years later. The gender, in a sense, fi ts into the 
paradigm of hate crime if the victim is chosen solely based on gender, and if the attack 
has not been provoked in any other way, i.e. attacks based on different motives other than 
gender. In practice, there have been many gender-motivated, murders of women (a.k.a. 
femicide) – women were killed just because they were women. Results of a study (sur-
vey) on attitudes toward hate crimes show that violence against women does not fi t into 
the concept of hate crime. Respondents in this survey believe that women belong to the 
group with the least risk of becoming hate-crime victims (Saucier et al., 2006). Common 
arguments against the inclusion of gender in the concept of hate crime point out that the 
criminalization of hate crime based on gender is a result of feminist lobbying organiza-
tions. Radical feminists strongly advocate the inclusion of gender in the concept of hate 
crime (McPhail, 2002); however, the gender does not fi t into the paradigm of hate crime 
because the victim usually knows and has a prior relationship with the perpetrator, and 
violence against women is a common occurrence in society (McPhail, 2002). Although it 
is a fact that many women who are victims of violence know their attackers, the connec-
tion, however, is not sine qua non of the existence of a criminal offense committed out of 
a bias motivation (Lawrence, 1999). It is not possible to classify rape and domestic vio-
lence as hate crimes. Another argument against the inclusion of gender in the concept of 
hate crime refers to the existence of specifi c laws relating to the prevention of violence 
against women which is a common occurrence in most societies. If we would include 
gender, it would signifi cantly burden data collection mechanisms, as well as the judicial 
system. The last argument addresses the motivation. When a person assaults a female, the 
person does not necessary have to hate her (McPhail, 2002). The issue of gender as part 
of the concept of hate crime is still in its infancy. Regardless of whether to include gender 
in the concept of hate crimes or not, violence against women remains a serious social 
problem (Nikolic-Ristanovic & Dokmanovic, 2006). 

SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
HATE CRIMES AND RELATED CONCEPTS 

One of the important questions that must be answered relates to similarities and 
differences between hate crimes, on the one hand, and terrorism, genocide, ethnic cleans-
ing, discrimination, and hate speech on the other hand. Establishing similarities and dif-
ferences between these concepts is a complex task, which goes beyond the scope of this 
study. An analysis of the similarities and differences should include criminology, security 
and legal aspects of these phenomena. It may be noted that prejudice and bias toward 
other social groups are the focal point of the concepts mentioned above, which manifests 

8 Eugenics is a racist doctrine based on racial hygiene and creating conditions that lead to the procreation of 
healthy posterity, and preventing the birth of unhealthy and incapable progeny (Moss, 2005).
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itself in many different forms and poses dangers to society in different ways.9 Conse-
quently, the legal defi nitions of these phenomena vary considerably. A number of com-
mentators have given a brief overview of the problem; however, more detailed analyses 
have not been carried out. Mark Hamm in his study of American Skinheads (Hamm, 
1993) makes a distinction between terrorism and hate crimes and holds that hate crimes 
are motivated by bias without having social or political aims in the background, unlike 
terrorist acts which always have a political purpose. Ham argues that some acts of terror-
ism can be classifi ed as hate crimes; however, hate crimes are not always acts of terror-
ism, unless they are committed for political purposes (Hamm, 1993). Levin and McDevitt 
(Levin & McDevitt, 1993) argue that the difference between hate crimes and homegrown 
terrorism is disappearing due to the increased political sophistication of organized ex-
tremist groups. Some hate crimes in the United States have evolved into homegrown or 
domestic terrorism. Frank E. Hagan argues that violent criminal behavior is meant to in-
fl ict fear and terror on the community for political purposes. If a person draws a swastika, 
they send their victims a political message, even if it was not their intention (Hagan, 
1997). Michael Ronczkowski states that organized extremist groups in the United States 
have traditionally been regarded as criminal organizations. However, as Ronczkowski 
notes, times have changed and these groups can be classifi ed as homegrown or domestic 
terrorism. Many groups in the United States fi t the defi nition of homegrown terrorism.10 
From the early 1960s to date, groups have carried out different attacks: from attacks on 
abortion clinics to the attack on Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City in 
April 1995 (Ronczkowski, 2003). This raises questions about the connection between 
hate crimes and terrorism as one of the major security challenges of the contemporary era 
(U.S. Department of State, 2009). From a sociological perspective, we can see that both 
phenomena are the result of deep structural inequality in the contemporary world, at the 
societal (Perry, 2001) and global level (Pečujlić 2002; Stiglitz, 2004 Basic, 2003). In 
criminological-phenomenological sense, both the perpetrators of hate crimes and the per-
petrator of terrorist acts can have a similar modus operandi, which involves using various 
forms of violence against people and property. In security terms, the importance of this 
connection is refl ected in their capacity to endanger security, create public fear and inse-
curity, and mistrust among antagonistic groups in society, which can lead to tensions and 
new confl icts.11 Legally, there is no connection between the two phenomena because it is 
a matter of the criminal law’s defi nitions. It is not easy at fi rst blush to distinguish hate 
crimes from related phenomena, such as genocide, ethnic cleansing, discrimination, or 
hate speech. Determining similarities and differences between hate crimes and other re-
lated concepts would, in this case, require a detailed sociological, criminological and le-
gal analysis. The term “genocide” encompasses the gravest crime against humanity and 
values   protected by international law. The International Convention on the Prevention 

9 Allport (Allport, 1954) distingushes fi ve degrees of prejudice manifestation in society: 1) antilocution, 2) 
avoidance, 3) discrimination, 4) physical attack, 5) extermination.

10 Domestic terrorism is defi ned as actions perpetrated by individuals intended to persuade or deter govern-
ments or civilian population by using violence intended to intimidate or coerce. These activities can range 
from threats to violent acts, such as abduction, physical abuse, or homicide (Ronczkowski, 2003).

11 In addition to these similarities and differences, it can be noted that modern terrorism is a global phenome-
non, unlike hate crimes which generally have local signifi cance. Thus, contemporary international terrorism 
takes place in a global arena, whereas hate crimes occur at the national level.
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and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, adopted by the General Assembly of the Unit-
ed Nations on December 9, 1948, which came into effect on January 1, 1951, contains the 
international legal defi nition of the crime of genocide as an act committed with the intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group. Killing only 
one member of the group suffi ces to constitute the crime of genocide, as long as it is com-
mitted with the intent to destroy the entire group (Avramov & Kreča, 1999). In 1944, 
Rafael Lemkin coined the word “genocide” to describe the mass extermination commit-
ted by the Nazis during World War II, because, as he argued, the expression “mass mur-
der” did not fi t the nature of the crime (Svensen, 2006). The concept of ethnic cleansing 
has been used in the last two decades. It is diffi cult to determine similarities and differ-
ences between genocide and ethnic cleansing, considering the fact that the term “ethnic 
cleansing” has no generally agreed defi nition. Conditionally, we can say that ethnic 
cleansing is focused on forced removal of the members of a particular social group from 
a given territory, whereas the aim of genocide is extermination However, what is common 
to these crimes is the motive of destruction - a national, ethnic, religious or racial hatred. 
The difference lies in the degree of societal dangerousness posed by hate crimes and 
crimes against humanity, as well as values   protected by international law. Considering the 
degree of societal dangerousness, hate crimes are classifi ed as minor offenses. The term 
“discrimination” encompasses an act by which members of a particular group are denied 
merits available to other groups (Giddens, 2001). Discrimination is a result of the com-
plexity of the social structure, social inequality and division. Discrimination may encom-
pass different forms on various grounds, such as racial, national, ethnic or religious ori-
gin, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, language, social origin and other grounds. 
Laws prohibiting discrimination have been enacted in many countries to provide and 
promote human rights and freedoms as well as to create conditions for exercising the 
equal rights, freedoms and opportunities of all citizens (Bell, 2002). What hate crimes and 
discrimination have in common is the fact that they arise from social inequalities and 
antagonisms between different groups. What distinguishes them is the way these antago-
nisms manifest in society. Discrimination is less dangerous to society than hate crimes. 
The violation of legal provisions prohibiting discrimination leads to civil rights viola-
tions; therefore hate crimes represent a criminal violation . Hate speech is usually consid-
ered spoken or written language, encompassing the public incitement of hatred against a 
particular group or an individual based on race, religion or ethnicity (Walker, 1996; Cor-
tese, 2006). The criminalization of hate speech is a very sensitive issue, which brings into 
question a balance between full exercise of one’s rights to freedom of speech and hate 
speech which violates the rights of others. It is a dilemma between a free and open society 
which guarantees freedom of speech, and a society which protects the democratic rights 
of others by restricting the freedom of speech through a certain form of censorship. This 
is a very sensitive and controversial issue that some countries have differently resolved in 
their criminal legislation (OSCE Offi ce for Democratic Institution and Human Rights 
[ODIHR], 2005). Enjoying human rights and freedoms is not an absolute right and there 
are certain restrictions provided by the European Convention on Human Rights. Offen-
sive content, for example, is not protected by the Convention (Weber, 2009). Unlike most 
European countries, the United States does not criminalize hate speech, even truly offen-
sive expressions (Walker, 1996). However, there is a close link between hate crimes and 
hate speech. In proving hate-crime offences, the use of language and symbols of hatred is 
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one of the key indicators suggesting that a particular crime is bias-motivated. By using 
hate speech, the racist ideologies that inspire perpetrators of hate crimes are promoted 
(Strobl, Klemm, & Wurtz, 2005). Finally, when looking at the relationship between hate 
crimes and related phenomena, regardless of the similarities and differences, it can be 
noted that prejudice is their shared characteristic. Namely, prejudice is a shared social 
basis which is the basis of discriminator and its ensuing actions, and it corresponds with 
the various stages discussed. The essence remains the same, and the difference lies only 
in the manifestation of prejudice and its intensity in concrete social circumstances. 

CONCLUSION 

As a relatively new research paradigm in criminology, hate crimes have enabled 
an entirely different way of looking at the old problem which is inherent, to a lesser or 
greater extent, in all societies, regardless of geographic, political, economic or cultural 
differences. The concept of hate crime was fi rst introduced into criminal law and judicial 
practice, and then criminology faced the challenge to defi ne it, scientifi cally formulate it 
and offer solutions to many unresolved conceptual issues. Although there are theoretical 
and practical justifi cations for the concept, the very phrase “hate crimes” should be criti-
cally reviewed. The words we use are not just a matter of semantics, but also a way to 
defi ne a concept. Deeper theoretical and practical implications stem from the term “hate 
crimes”. The issue as to which term accurately defi nes the crimes in question – hate crime 
or bias crime – or whether a different term should be employed instead requires further 
exploration. Hatred is diffi cult to defi ne and prove. From a theoretical standpoint, the ar-
gumentation and sustainability of the concept of hate crime exist to the extent to which 
the concept is applicable in practice. The next question relates to the content of the con-
cept. Namely, the issue of protected characteristics is not resolved in legislation in the 
same way, and different opinions are present in theory. It all creates new dilemmas and 
the need for further empirical and theoretical research. Boundaries with related but differ-
ent phenomena, such as genocide, ethnic cleansing, hate speech and discrimination, are 
clear. However, the link between hate crimes and domestic terrorism needs further inves-
tigation – bearing in mind the similarities between certain hate crimes and acts of domes-
tic terrorism.
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Abstract: 

Works of art and antiquities reveal the cultural identity of people, they have their 
own importance in a certain social, economic and historical environment as well as a 
valuable characteristic of being the witnesses of entire epochs, which is why their conser-
vation is in the public interest. In Serbia, the places which are most endangered by theft 
and unauthorized archaeological works are sites from the Roman period, as well as reli-
gious buildings, particularly churches and monasteries, where liturgical objects are sto-
len (icons, old liturgical books, chalices, crosses, reliquaries with the relics of saints). 
Based on data from the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Serbia for the peri-
od 2006–2014, a total of 1,472 criminal offenses that involve cultural property were 
carried out. The aim of this paper is to portray the state of crime that involve cultural 
properties in Serbia, by reviewing some of its forms and specifi c examples.

Keywords: works of art, antiquities, liturgical objects, thefts, Republic of Serbia.

INTRODUCTION

Illegal trade in stolen art and antiquities is the third most profi table illegal activity, 
right after drugs and arms trade, with a total value of stolen treasury of two to six billion 
dollars a year, most of which goes to the fi nancing of international organized crime and 
terrorism (Charney, 2009). Cultural property crime in the Balkans was investigated in the 

1 This paper is the result of research on the project Crime in Serbia and the instruments of state reactions, 
funded and implemented by The Academy of Criminalistic and Police Studies in Belgrade, the cycle of 
scientifi c research from 2015 to 2019.

2 Corresponding author: Nenad Radović, PhD, email: radovic.com@gmail.com.
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domestic scientifi c and professional literature in the 90s of the 20th century, when the theft, 
smuggling and illegal trade of cultural property for commercial purposes meant a very 
lucrative business for individuals and well-organized criminal groups (Lakčević & 
Bošković, 1988). In the period from 1984 to 1988 in the former Yugoslavia there were 
1148 criminal offenses involving cultural property, and 90% of them were theft and aggra-
vated theft (Lakčević & Bošković, 1988). The rate of solved offenses was 39.7%. These 
thefts were mainly executed for greed, in order to be smuggled and sold abroad, usually to 
a known customer, and these thefts were organized by private collectors or middlemen 
from abroad (Jestratijević, 1988). In this way, the silver encased icons, stolen in 1982 in the 
Christian Orthodox monastery Krupa near Obrovac, were later found in the Netherlands; 
two marble sculptures, stolen in 1987 from the Museum at the archaeological site of Me-
diana in Niš, were later found in Munich; while the paintings of Paja Jovanović, stolen in 
1986 from Orthodox Church in Vršac, were found in Trieste (Jestratijević, 1988). Antique 
arts that were not under any special protection were also smuggled to foreign countries – 
the numismatic and philately collections, antique books, valuable old vintage newspapers 
and magazines, medals, antique fi rearms (Jestritijević, 1988). Antique art customers were 
foreign tourists and businessmen who were staying in Yugoslavia and they took these an-
tique arts abroad. Authors M. Živković and М. Todović (1995) in the book The theft of 
cultural and national heritage of Yugoslavia for the fi rst time in one place, created a cata-
logue of stolen art and antiquities in the former Yugoslavia which are being searched for. 
These authors classifi ed the history of art theft in Yugoslavia into three periods:

1)  The period from 1945 to 1955, which is considered to be the darkest one in 
the cultural history, when the new government and its representatives and 
offi cials robbed movable cultural property from museums, archives, galler-
ies and private collections of pre-war bourgeoisie, by using receipts and bor-
rowings from the museum, and at the end of the 1940s this documentation 
was deliberately and consciously destroyed;

2)  The period from 1950 to 1980, is known for new forms of theft, criminals 
who were still inept and ‘without leaders and underground market’, and who 
were quickly found, caught and sentenced;

3)  The period of the eighties to the nineties of the last century, is known for ‘the 
emergence of rich collections and collectors, skilled thieves and a good net-
work of dealers’. Živković and Todović (1995) claim that the art mafi a in 
Yugoslavia was still largely under the control of the police. Thefts of antique 
arts were prepared, associates ‘well-established’ and the cooperation with 
foreign clients and criminal gangs at the international level was well orga-
nized. Perpetrators of thefts of works of art and antiquities were in fact crim-
inals who took part in illegal drugs and weapons trade. In intelligence work, 
in this period the police had their aides-informants among the participants in 
large thefts, and they were often forgiven and pardoned for their thefts of 
antique arts (Todović & Živković, 1995). In a monumental monograph Legal 
protection of cultural property by Đorđe Đorđević it is pointed out that with 
the increase in the importance and value of cultural property, it is increasing-
ly becoming a subject of criminal attacks and threats, which is why there is a 
need for constant improving of the measures for legal protection and proper 
system of legal regulations in order to adjust legal protection to the needs for 
combatting this form of crime (Đorđević, 2001).
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The aim of this paper is to shed light on the present state of crime which involves 
cultural property in Serbia as a modern security problem, reviewing some of its forms and 
specifi c examples. Works of art and antiquities reveal and represent the cultural identity 
of nations; they have their own signifi cance in a particular social, economic and historical 
environment and enable an understanding of the history of nations, which is why their 
conservation is in the public interest.

1. DEFINITION

A Canadian criminologist Conklin (Conklin 1994:2) simply defi nes art crime as 
all criminally punishable acts that involve works of art. This category includes vandalism, 
fakery or forgery, deceit, art theft, excavation and looting of antiquities, etc. It is a crime 
that takes place at museums, auction houses, galleries, restoration workshops and studios 
(Dobovšek & Samardžić, 2011).

The Law on Cultural Heritage RS (1994) defi nes immovable cultural properties 
as ‘items and creations of material and spiritual culture of general interest, enjoying spe-
cial protection under this law’. Depending on the physical, artistic, cultural and historical 
properties, cultural properties are: monuments, spatial cultural-historical units, archaeo-
logical sites, and sights – immovable cultural property; artistic-historical works, archives, 
fi lm material and old and rare books – movable cultural property. Principles for valorisa-
tion of cultural heritage are age, authenticity, rarity, artistic and aesthetic values, cultural 
and social and historical values. In this Law, depending on its signifi cance, cultural prop-
erty is sorted under three categories:

1.  Cultural goods
2. Cultural goods of great importance, and
3.  Cultural goods of exceptional importance.3

Besides cultural property, law also recognizes properties under preliminary/previ-
ous protection – those which are assumed to be of particular importance to culture, art and 
history and which have not been classifi ed as cultural property yet. The right of ownership 
over cultural property that is under preliminary protection cannot be acquired and exported 
abroad.4 Cultural property is divided into immovable and movable. The Government of the 
Republic of Serbia determine immovable cultural goods, while movable cultural goods are 

3 Cultural heritage of exceptional importance should have one of the following criteria:
 1.  to embody special signifi cance of social, historical and cultural development of people in terms of nation-

al history, i.e. development of their national history, i.e. natural environment;
 2.  testifi es to crucial historical events and fi gures and their infl uence and activities in the nation’s history;
 3.  is a unique (rare) representation of creativity of that time or it is a unique example from natural history;
 4.  has had a major impact on the development of society, culture, science;
 5.  exhibits exceptional artistic or aesthetic value.
4 In accordance with the Article 28 of the Law on Cultural Heritage, the one who digs out outside an organized 

research of excavation from land, or takes from water a property/good which is under prior (preliminary) 
protection, shall immediately, no later than 24 hours, notify the institution in charge of cultural property 
protection and the ministry of internal affairs. Matić (2006) points to the example of a judgment when the 
defendant was convicted of selling 31 bronze coins from the Roman period and 14 different items from that 
period, which represented heritage under prior protection and had special cultural and historical signifi cance, 
and he came into possession of them by shovelling on the well-known archaeological site. This means that 
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determined by the institutions that are responsible for protection of cultural property (muse-
ums, archives, fi lm and television archives, and libraries) which keep a register of cultural 
goods. The Ministry of Culture and Information of the Republic of Serbia, Republic Insti-
tute for Protection of Cultural Monuments, National Museum in Belgrade, National Library 
of Serbia, Archives of Serbia, and Yugoslav Film archive take care of movable and immov-
able goods in the Republic of Serbia. Article 118 of the Law regulates the issuing of permits 
for temporary and permanent removal and export of cultural goods.5

2. SITUATION IN SERBIA

Based on the data given by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of 
Serbia for the period 2006–2014, a total of 1,472 criminal offenses that involve cultural 
property were carried out. Further analysis regarding the structure of criminal offenses by 
legal qualifi cation showed that most criminal offenses are grand larceny in the cultural 
property crime domain. The territory of Serbia, where many cultures had left their specif-
ic marks, starting from European prehistory, the Roman civilization, Byzantine and Ser-
bian art from the Middle Ages and up to the present day, is known primarily for its archae-
ological sites and medieval monasteries which are material, cultural and spiritual history. 
Sites from the Roman period, as well as religious buildings, particularly churches and 
monasteries are the ones which are most endangered by theft and unauthorized excava-
tion. Crime sites are museums, galleries, churches, monasteries, archaeological sites, fl ats 
and homes of private collectors, and among stolen items are paintings, numismatic mate-
rials, gold and silver liturgical objects – icons, old liturgical books, chalices, crosses and 
reliquaries with the relics of saints, old weapons and other.6

Chart 1: Total number of criminal offenses that include cultural property on the territory of the 
Republic of Serbia for the period 2006–2014. (According to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of RS) 

based on the Law on Cultural Heritage the offense of concealment and alienating of cultural property can be 
committed in terms of objects which are under prior (preliminary) protection.

5 Cultural property may be exceptionally exported or transferred abroad for justifi able reasons. Authorisation 
for permanent or temporary export of cultural property is issued by the Ministry of Culture in accordance 
with the provisions of the Law on Cultural Heritage and the Law on General Administrative Procedure.

6 The section ‘other’ includes medals, decorations, tapestries, old rugs, antique furniture, photographs, maps, 
jewellery, etc.
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According to the structure of crimes, just in 2013 the following crimes were re-
corded: theft (130), grand larceny (337), larceny (1), robbery (5) and other offenses (12). 
The crime scenes included apartments and houses (348), churches (77), museums (5), 
galleries (2), monasteries (3) and archaeological sites (11). The seized property counted 
107 paintings, 13 books, 1,558 articles of gold and silver, 11 icons, 26 cases of numismat-
ic value and 518 other objects. Among the objects found and returned, most objects were 
from the category ‘other’ (177).

Sculptures Angel with the Lyre, a cultural monument under state protection, the 
work of sculptor Marina Studina from 1924, and Prelja, the work of sculptor Anthony 
Augustinčić, were stolen at the Old Cemetery in Niš. Sculptures have not been found yet 
and it is suspected that these sculptures were stolen in order to be melted into metal, 
which points to another way of making a profi t from stolen works of art – selling raw 
materials as waste (usually for a small value). Three chalices were stolen from the Cath-
olic Church of St. Louis in Bor, and from the Orthodox Church in Kladovo a fl abellum 
(ripidion- liturgical fan), a chalice and liturgical books were stolen too. Only one of these 
thefts was solved. The bust of Jovan Vučković was stolen from the plateau in front of the 
railway station in Bor and was found later and returned to the Museum of Mining and 
Metallurgy. On the territory of Požarevac police department, unauthorized illegal archae-
ological excavations were carried out during 2006 and that endangered the archaeological 
sites Viminacijum Lederata (Ram) and ancient Margum Dubravica. Three criminal 
charges were fi led against two persons who had committed the crimes. They were charged 
for crimes of Evasion (Article 207 CC RS) and Cover-up (Article 221 CC). On several 
occasions, the police from Veliko Gradište found and temporarily confi scated numismat-
ic items from persons who were caught red-handed at the archaeological sites, but crimi-
nal charges for the crime of Unauthorized archaeological excavation could not have been 
fi led against them, since the legal grounds for it had not been introduced into the Criminal 
Code of the Republic of Serbia in 2006.7 During the attempt of smuggling of archaeolog-
ical objects, objects were confi scated by the customs offi cers on the basis of the Customs 
Act, since the police had no legal grounds for their seizure. The activity of the customs 
offi cers in detecting attempts of smuggling of works of art and antiquities outside the 
borders of Serbia and at border crossing Nikola Tesla in Belgrade, Horgoš, Batrovci, 
Kelebija, ruins, etc. were also very productive. 

During 2012, the German police, using submitted information and data by the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs RS, found and took a painting called ‘The Road to Egypt’ by 
Jan Brueghel, which was stolen in late 2011 in Paris. In fact, after fi nding out that the 
painting was in Belgrade, the Ministry of Internal Affairs RS arrested two persons. How-
ever, the painting had already been smuggled to Germany in order to obtain the necessary 
certifi cates and organize the next sale. On that occasion, two icons were also found with 
the persons arrested, which were suspected to have come from criminal offenses commit-
ted in the countries of Western Europe.

7 The Criminal Code, which was implemented and entered into force in 2006 did not include the sanctioning 
of crimes that were provided in the previous Criminal Code: The concealment of cultural property, Unau-
thorized archaeological excavations and The destruction or concealment of archival materials.
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3. PRACTISE CASE STUDY

Avar belt (Sremska Mitrovica -Sirmium)

A golden Avar belt was discovered by accident in July 1992 in a fi eld near the 
village of Divoš near Sremska Mitrovica (Sirmium), at a depth of two meters, during 
unauthorized archaeological excavations, with the use of metal detectors (Popović, 1997). 
Being discovered, it was very quickly sold again through an intermediary to an antiques 
dealer in Belgrade. According to the estimates of archaeologist Dr Ivana Popović from 
the Institute of Archaeology in Belgrade in 1997, its market value would amount to 
around one million euros. The Avar belt was discovered thanks to the confl ict about the 
belt between two dealer networks which wanted to come into its possession illegally. The 
Department for Combating Organized Crime of the Ministry of Internal Affairs RS arrest-
ed the main participants and accomplices, and charges for crimes of illegal trade, tax 
evasion and unauthorized archaeological excavation8 were fi led against them. The trial 
ended with a conviction on three years’ probation for each of them.

Picture 1: Avar belt (detail), VII century, illegally excavated on the site of Sirmium

The Avar belt weighs 1088.43 kg of gold and consists of 10 vessels (buckles, 
fi ve pseudo-buckles, large strap end, small strap end – loops, circular belt fi ttings and 
fi ttings for hanging). It was made in the fi rst half of the seventh century and it is as-
sumed to be discovered in the tomb of a prominent person, probably quaghan. It is one 
of the most luxurious fi ndings in this part of Serbia from the time of the fi rst wave of 
the Avar domination. Belts with pseudo-buckles in Avar clothing represented symbols 
of a certain dignity and set the hierarchical rank of their owners. The Sirmium belt is 
the work of a master from a Byzantine imperial workshop in Constantinople and the 
way of acquiring this kind of belt for Avar dignitaries was to either receive it as a gift 
or order it (Popović, 1997).

Any accidental discovery of elements of archaeological heritage must be report-
ed to the authorities so they can be submitted to scientifi c research and evaluation. As 

8 The belt was found on the territory of the village of Divoš near Sremska Mitrovica by farmer Slavko Kozak, 
with the help of a metal detector, which he got from an antique dealer Mitke Simeonovskog. Slavko and his 
brother Bogdan Kozak sold the belt to Simeonovski for 120,000 euros, thereby committing a crime of eva-
sion and a criminal offense of illegal trade. But before Simeonovskog, the brothers had also contacted 
dealer Zoran Lalić, who was later informed that the work had been completed.
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indicated by Charney (2009), the problem is that they are items which are taken directly 
from under the ground, they had not been known or recorded before they were illegally 
excavated, they were not documented and therefore they do not appear in the registry of 
stolen works of art. No one is looking for these items, therefore traffi cking in these goods 
is much easier on the open art market at full price, even with a false provenance. Looting 
and theft of antiquities otherwise account for 75% of all crimes that include antique art 
and its perpetrators is hard to catch, and since the rate of recovered stolen art is around 
5–10% this criminal activity has become attractive to criminals, which is on the other 
hand more profi table and less risky than drug traffi cking (Charney, 2009). Antiquities 
circulating on the market come from three types of sources: from existing collections, 
taken from monuments (buildings and their remains), or from archaeological sites 
(O’Keefe, 1999). While the fi rst two sources are rather limited, the third one is considered 
to be the main source for supplying international antiquities market. The European Con-
vention on the Protection of Archaeological Heritage in Article 9 refers to the sensitiza-
tion of the public in order to raise awareness about the value of archaeological heritage 
crucial to understanding the past. 

The throne icons of the iconostasis of the church of St. Nicholas in Sibac

Perpetrators in Serbia target and try to steal liturgical objects, especially icons. 
In Russia and in the area of Balkans icons trade was very widespread until the early twen-
tieth century, thanks mainly to retailers and travelling iconographic groups. Illegal trade 
of icons stolen from churches and monasteries in Cyprus, Greece, Russia, Armenia and 
Serbia boomed in the late seventies and eighties, when they were sold openly in the US 
and European markets, in famous auction houses and antique shops (Roux & Paringaux, 
1999). Serbs have a long history of dealing with thieves of liturgical objects who had even 
been mentioned in The Karyestypicon, one of the oldest Serbian documents in the mon-
astery Hilandar, in which the one who dares to steal and alienate a book, an icon or any 
other religious item is cursed. Other criminal codes which were written later in Serbia 
also considered and treated ‘svjatotatstvo’ (the theft in church) in a specifi c way. Today, 
these thefts are driven by strong demand for Orthodox icons, because the customers are 
located all over the world, and the icons can be found mainly in Russia and the Balkans. 

Two icons were recovered and returned to Serbia in October 2006 – Mother of 
God with the Christ and St. Peter and Paul, which had been stolen in 1971 from the ico-
nostasis of the church of St. Nicholas in Srem area, in village Sibac, which was, up to the 
moment of the theft of these icons, considered to be the best-preserved and kept altar 
screen from the fi rst half of the eighteenth century (Lesek, 2000). Sibačka church was 
broken into twice, when the icons of St. Peter and St. Paul, Mother of God with the Christ 
and Christ the Great Hierarch, as well as ten icons that depict the apostles and prophets 
from the upper zones of the iconostasis, which were found and returned to the church 
municipality. Two throne icons of the Mother of God with Christ and St. Peter and Paul, 
were found in 2006, 35 years after the theft, while the third stolen throne icon – Christ the 
great hierarch is still searched for.
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Picture 2: The throne icons of the iconostasis of Church St. Nicholas in Sibač9

Art thieves in Serbia also target relics. The term relic in the broadest sense means 
‘remains’ which are respected as sacred – the relics of martyrs and saints (the whole body 
or its physical remains) as well as the items which the holy persons were in contact with 
(weapon they were killed or tortured with, clothing, etc.). In October 2003 three Bulgari-
an citizens stole the miraculous relics of Saint Cosmas and Damian from the Sopoćani 
monastery (transferred to Sopoćani in 1999 after the demolition of the Zočište monastery 
in Kosovo). The stolen relics were found by the police and returned to the monastery. 
Bulgarian citizens were deprived of their liberty and they were charged with a criminal 
offense of grand larceny. The offender P. P. was sentenced to six months, P. V. to three 
months and M. M. to one year in prison. In the same year, the relics of St. Haralampije 
from the Church of the Nativity of Christ’s in the town of Pirot were stolen, but the theft 
has not been solved yet. Unidentifi ed perpetrators stole the reliquary with the relics of St. 
Paraskeva from the St. Paraskeva monastery in Petkovica near Šabac in 2006.

According to Bourguignon and Choppin (1994), art thieves today are more in-
terested in richly decorated reliquaries (silver and gold) in which the parts of saints’ relics 
are kept than the relics themselves. First stories about thefts of relics – furta sacra – are 
characteristic of medieval hagiographical literature – a monk or another priest goes on a 
pilgrimage, he stops in a town or a village in which the relics of saints lie and touched by 
what he hears about the saint’s life, about virtues and miracles, he decides to steal them 
for his own monastery. With the stolen reliquary he returns to his place, where he is greet-
ed by a crowd of believers (Geary, 1993). As indicated by Geary (1993), when a relic is 
stolen or sold it is impossible to steal or sell in its initial form. As a physical, material item 
without its specifi c context, the relic is devoid and deprived of meaning, and when you 
move it from one community to another it does not transmit its original fi xed code or 
meaning. Transferring of the relics of St. Mark from Alexandria and St. Nicholas from 

9 Photographs: Ministry of Internal Affairs RS
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Myra are two most signifi cant medieval urban thefts committed by Italians, which showed 
that the possession of stolen relics could compensate for the shortcomings in other eco-
nomic or political domains (Geary, 1993).

Theft of works of art from museum’s collections and galleries

One of the biggest art thefts from museums in Serbia, in recent times, occurred 
in 2006 in the City Museum of Novi Sad, when two masked offenders, at a gunpoint, stole 
four paintings from the collection of foreign art which was given as a legacy to the muse-
um by Ratko Ilić: The Head of Christ, by an unknown author of the German or Dutch 
school of painting from the sixteenth century, Landscape with a fi sherman by Francesco 
Mola from the seventeenth century, Rubens’ Seneca from the seventeenth century and 
Rembrandt’s Portrait of the father from the seventeenth century, which was thanks to the 
action of the Ministry of Internal Affairs found and returned to the museum in 2013. Also, 
from the Museum in Aranđelovac, in March 2001, at the exhibition 15 paintings, sketch-
es and studies by a Serbian painter Paja Jovanović were stolen. The police found them 
and returned them to the National Museum in Belgrade. The thieves’ target was also the 
private collections in Belgrade, Sremska Mitrovica and Novi Sad, and among the stolen 
works were the paintings of Sava Sumanović and Uroš Predić.

On 14 March 1996 the famous Renoir’s painting The Bather (1915) was stolen 
from the permanent display of foreign art at the National Museum in Belgrade; the picture 
was bought by Prince Paul in 1935 and donated to the National Museum. The painting, 
which could have been worth up to several million dollars on the market, was stolen by 
cutting the canvas with a scalpel from the frame, which damaged the painting. The thieves 
wrapped it up in a roll and took it out of the museum. It took the inspectors of the Bel-
grade Police four days upon the theft to fi nd and recover the painting and the thieves were 
handed over to the investigating judge. After being restored, the painting was returned to 
the National Museum in Belgrade (Kajganić, 1996).10

Works of art attract the attention of criminals due to high prices they can reach, 
their limited offer on the art market, and also the fact that they are often considered a good 
investment, can be used as a deposit or means of payment in transactions with drugs or 
for money laundering obtained through drug traffi cking and other criminal activities 

10 Renoir’s painting The Bather was stolen on 14 March 1996, between 3.30 pm and 4.00 pm, on the second 
fl oor of the museum. The police were alerted at around 4.30 pm. During the investigation, several fi nger-
prints were found on the frame of the painting, and later it was confi rmed that they belonged to D. L. At that 
moment around 100 visitors were present at the museum, and they were all searched. Checking of other 
rooms of the museum, as well as a conversation with two security guards (each of them looked after three 
connected rooms) gave no result. The inspectors immediately made a list of possible suspects (who were in 
the businesses of thefts of works of art), and Z. S. was also on the list. The list of suspects was eventually 
reduced to 7 or 8 names, eliminated one by one by checking their alibis during the theft. Most suspicious was 
Z. S, already known for similar offenses, who had visited the museum on more than one occasion several 
days before the theft. After being detained Renoir’s painting was found in the basement of his apartment 
building, wrapped in newspaper. D. L. stole the painting for Z. S, who was supposed to repay a debt of 
11.000 German Marks, and they went to the museum together. Z. S intended to sell the painting to a known 
buyer for 30.000 German Marks, and he wanted to use money to pay off his debt, and to share the rest of the 
money with D. L. Z. S. decided to steal The Bather because the canvas could be cut out from the frame, in-
cluding the place where the painting was exhibited – it was a ‘blind spot for the guards.
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(Dobovšek & Samardžić, 2011). Bourguignon and Choppin say (1994) ‘when prices rise, 
criminals steal’. The myth that artworks are more protected if they are more famous has 
‘survived’ because too famous works may be sold only if the offender belongs, or is in 
connection with an organized network of criminals at the international level, someone 
who knows the market even before the theft occurs (Briginole-Saracco, 1990). The police 
usually use the advantage of the fact that in most cases criminals after the theft have no 
idea about how to sell the stolen works of art. Otherwise, they can circulate for years on 
the closed market before showing up one day.

CONCLUSION

In the Republic of Serbia the protection of cultural property against theft and 
other forms of crime that include antique arts is regulated by the Criminal Code, the Law 
on Cultural Property and the Customs Act. Within the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ser-
bia, since 2001, special Department for fi ghting Smuggling of Cultural Goods has been 
operating. Customs Administration has conducted signifi cant activities in detecting at-
tempts at smuggling works of art and antiquities outside the borders of Serbia, primarily 
Roman coins, antique jewellery, but also paintings and valuable books. Part of the stolen 
items is illegally transferred outside the borders of Serbia, and one part is sold on the 
domestic illegal market. For illegal transfer of antique and art items, according to the 
analysis of cases from the Customs Administration, the smugglers usually use their own 
vehicles, bus drivers or people who often travel to countries of Western Europe.

It is for sure that there are always some legal norms upon which this type of 
crime could be pursued, but if the state does not have interest and priorities in the matter, 
there is little that can be done. And art thieves simply take advantage of these situations, 
when there is not enough protection, as well as legislative gaps that hinder the conduct of 
investigations by geographic barriers, such as lack of national and international laws that 
regulate this area. The greatest diffi culty is the diversity of legal systems, as well as prob-
lems in exchange of information, because it is a crime that is international.

In order to conduct a successful search for the stolen items there is a need for a 
centralized database, which should be created at the national level by the Ministry of In-
ternal Affairs RS, in accordance with the standards of Interpol (crigen/art), in the same 
way many European countries have done it. Thus, all the buyers and sellers of cultural 
property would be obliged to consult this database before making any transactions. When 
creating this kind of database in Serbia, the problem is the lack of photos of the stolen 
items, which makes it diffi cult for the police to carry out the process of searching. Cer-
tainly, a bad penalty policy in this fi eld, as one of the preventive measures has led to a 
greater number of theses offenses. 

Prevention is primarily important – educating and informing the public. People 
need to be educated, attracted to art, they need to become aware of its historical and cul-
tural values. From the standpoint of criminology, theft of works of art and antiquities 
proved to be a very complex problem, and humanistic approach calls for an uncondition-
al need to protect them, which is in the interest of every country, including Serbia, to 
preserve its cultural identity.
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Abstract: 

The aim of the study was to investigate the relationship between parental dimen-
sions, estimated by children and problematic Internet use among young adolescents. The 
study also examined the relationship between parental control of their children's online 
activities and problematic Internet use. For this purpose, 218 eighth and ninth graders 
completed a questionnaire composed of general data and data on Internet use, devised by 
the authors, as well as Internet Addiction Test (IAT) (Young, 1998a), and Children's Re-
ports of parental Behavior Inventory (CRPBI-57) (Keresteš, 1999). The results showed a 
statistically signifi cant negative connection between the acceptance by mothers and fa-
ther and problematic Internet use among young adolescents. As predicted, we found a 
statistically signifi cant positive connection between psychological control by the mother 
and father and problematic Internet use. We found no positive connection between behav-
ioral control of the mother and father and problematic Internet use. There was no statis-
tical signifi cance in Young's revised Internet Addiction Test scoring in adolescents, per-
taining to the degree of controlled Internet use by parents. 

Keywords: parental dimensions, parental Internet activity control, problematic 
Internet use, younger adolescents.
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INTRODUCTION 

Adolescence

The authors who explore the adolescence period view it as a transitional devel-
opmental period (transition period) from childhood to maturity. Adolescence has its own 
biological, cognitive, emotional and social aspects and all of them are intertwined. Bio-
logical aspects of adolescence today includes the term 'puberty', while the term 'adoles-
cence' is reserved for the psychological, as well as the social aspect of changes at this age 
(Ćeranić, 2005). 

When we talk about adolescence, we must mention Erikson’s (Erikson, 2008) 
8-stage theory of psychosocial development of identity and personality development. Ac-
cording to Erikson’s theory, the process of acquisition of identity takes place throughout 
life, passing through certain stages of personality development, which are accompanied 
by crises of identity. From each of them, if successfully overcome, a person comes out 
with an increased sense of inner unity and with more sense of good judgment. Since the 
subjects in this study are adolescents, we will pay special attention to the fi fth period of 
psychosocial development, and that is the period of identity formation (12–20 years). 
Namely, during the fi fth stage, the task of a person is to acquire uniqueness, uniqueness 
of its own personality, establish and strengthen personal identity, and then, in its own way, 
participate in social groups. This stage is related to adolescence, which starts with the end 
of childhood. An adolescent is in a diffi cult position, as he is no longer a child (or he is 
one to a lesser degree), and he is not a grown man either. A young man in this stage of 
transition, wandering, confusion, in confl ict with the environment, searches for his iden-
tity to answer the following questions: Who am I? What can I do? What may I do? and 
What should I become? If identity crisis is negatively, unfavorably solved, that is, if a 
person does not fi nd a way out of it, he does not know who he is and how is he different 
from others, ie. then arises the confusion or confusion of identity. Young people are then 
unsure of their sexual identity, social status, their social roles as well as their own value 
in the eyes of others.

During adolescence, young people are very obsessed with themselves, they 
wonder how others see them, how are they evaluated, accepted, especially by their peers. 
They care about the opinion of their reference group and eagerly want to be accepted by 
the members of the group, and again, sometimes they want to be isolated, self-suffi cient, 
they withdraw into themselves and their own world. At one point an adolescent passion-
ately wants to join a leader, a guru, as a loyal follower, and then, a little later, disappoint-
ed, wants to be completely independent, and becomes suspicious and utterly repulsive to 
every authority. 

During adolescence, a boy/girl is often faced with usually opposing require-
ments and has to approve of contradictory social roles (e.g. a child or an adult). They are 
often forced to make fateful decisions regarding choices, partners, etc., without being 
intellectualy and emotionaly ready to do so responsibly. These and other important con-
fl icts mark the forming of personal identity and lead to identity confusion, which is ac-
companied by a sense of confusion, loneliness, anxieties, and sometimes guilt, depression 
and emptiness (Erikson, 2008). 
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Mutual relationship between parents and children 
in the period of adolescence

The topic of many studies in the last few decades is the impact of parents on 
child development. The relationship between parents and children is the basis for success-
ful socialization of the child and the development of a healthy personality. This is not 
surprising given the fact that the family is the primary social group in which the child gets 
his fi rst experience, forms attitudes, develops its personal potentials and ability to estab-
lish future interpersonal relations. One of the most important tasks in adolescence, essen-
tial in order to move from the period of childhood to maturity period, is psychological 
detachment from parents. 

The main task in the period of adolescence is to gain autonomy and indepen-
dence. Regardless of whether this process of gaining autonomy represents the termination 
of early infantile dependence on parents in order to establish new mature heterosexual 
relationships, as psychoanalysts claim, or it is marked by change and redefi nition of social 
roles, as social psychologists claim, it still represents one of the most important develop-
mental tasks in this period (Vranješević, Trikić, Koruga, Vidović and Dejanović, 2003).

According to some authors (Erikson, 1976; Marcia, 1966, 1967; Vranješević, 
Trikić, Koruga, Vidović and Dejanović, 2003), existence of a confl ict between adoles-
cents and their parents is not only desirable, but also necessary in order to achieve a clear 
identity. It is necessary and desirable that the adolescent begins to question the system of 
beliefs and values that is passed from parent in order to submit it to test and criticism. 

In one such research conducted on a population of Belgrade adolescents, in 
which they were asked to name the most signifi cant changes in the way they perceive 
themselves at this period, as well as what is important to them that has not changed, it was 
found that the most signifi cant change was experience of autonomy from the parents, and 
that is what has not changed and what is important to them, that they still have a good 
relationship with their parents. Also, the majority of adolescents would give up autonomy 
rather than a good relationship with their parents (Vranješević 2001, according to Vran-
ješević, Trikić, Koruga, Vidović and Dejanović, 2003). 

Dimensions and styles of parental behavior

Although there are various theoretical and methodological approaches as well as 
many factors that infl uence parental behavior, studies indicate a signifi cant stability of 
individual differences in the behavior of parents towards children over time (Collins & 
Russell, 1991, according to Vizler, 2004). Regardless of the child's age, studies point to 
the existence of two fundamental dimensions of parental behavior (Darling & Steinberg, 
1993, according to Vizler, 2004), namely: emotionality and control.

The dimension of emotionality refers to the emotions that the parent experiences 
and shows in the interaction with the child. This is a bipolar dimension. On one end of this 
dimension is emotional heat, and on the other is emotional coldness. Many authors argue 
that it is emotional warmth of family environment which that has most effect on children's 
development (Becker, 1964; Franz, McClelland & Weinberger, 1991; Kandel, 1990; 
Sears, Maccoby & Levin, 1957, according to Vizler, 2004). Emotionally warm parents 
accept their children, providing them with support, understanding, attention and care. 
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Disciplinary techniques include explanations, encouragement and compliments. Emo-
tionally cold parents neglect their children, they are hostile to them, they reject, criticize 
and punish the child.

The dimension of control refers to those behaviors that parents use to interact 
with their children in order to modify their behavior and inner states (Peterson & Rollins, 
1987, according to Vizler, 2004). This dimension is also bipolar. On one end of the dimen-
sions are the actions of fi rm control over the child's behavior, and on the other are the 
weak ones. Parents who adhere to fi rm control constantly monitor the child's behavior and 
make sure that the child strictly follows the set rules. Parents with less control of the set 
rules monitor the child's behavior to a smaller degree, i.e. they give the child a lot of free-
dom. Studies have shown that parental behavior of both sexes on the control dimensions 
may act as risk factors on the child’s development. Too tight control of the child's behavior 
can lead to dependency, submissive behavior, decreased motivation for achievement and 
repressed hostility. Too lenient control may result in aggressive and inconsistent behavior 
(Becker, 1964, according to Vizler, 2004). 

Recent studies indicate the existence of two separate and orthogonal dimensions 
of parental control, namely: psychological and behavioral control (Barber, Olsen & Shag, 
1994; Steinberg, Lamborn, Dornbusch & Darling, 1992; Darling & Steinberg, 1993, ac-
cording to Vizler, 2004). The main difference between these two dimensions is the goals 
that parents want to achieve with them. Parents try to monitor their child's psychological 
world by using psychological control, and by using behavioral control they are trying to 
control the child's behavior, particularly undesirable behaviors. 

Child development requires a certain degree of psychological autonomy, so that 
it can develop its independence and autonomy through various social interactions. Exces-
sive psychological control prevents the process of child's individualization and leads to 
the development of psychological dependence, lack of confi dence in its own identity and 
ideas, so there is a fear of loss of connection with the parents. However, adequate devel-
opment requires a certain degree of regulation of behavior so that the child can learn that 
social interaction involves some rules of behavior and has a structure to be followed in 
order to get included in the social network. So, on the one hand, too much psychological 
control over poses a risk factor for the child's development, while, on the other hand, the 
absence of behavioral control has a negative impact on the child's development. 

In addition to the level dimension, the parent–child relationship can be observed 
at the level of parental styles of behavior, which represent a combinations of dimensions 
of emotionality and control. In the literature, the most frequently mentioned three differ-
ent parenting styles are: authoritarian, authoritative and permissive style (Diana Baum-
rind, 1970; Maccoby & Martin, 1983, according to Driscoll, 2013). Later the neglecting 
parental style was added too.

Many studies have dealt with the issue of infl uence of different styles of parental 
behavior on children's behavior and development. It turned out that the authoritative 
style, which is a combination of high warmth and tight control, can be linked to the most 
desirable developmental outcomes in children. Authoritative style is associated with chil-
drenʼs greater competence, self-confi dence, independence, greater academic success and 
responsible behavior. Children are usually curious, full of energy, creative, friendly to 
others, and they usually develop positive beliefs about themselves and about their 
achievement. Authoritarian parenting style is described as a black-and-white style of par-
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enting, where the child is expected to follow the rules without questioning or there will be 
consequences. These parents tend to be strict and demanding, and they do not treat their 
children as equally worthy of themselves. Children of authoritarian parents often show 
behavioral problems. They have diffi culties in adapting to different social situations, they 
are distrustful, aggressive, moody, easily upset. They are often withdrawn, in bad mood, 
scared, unhappy, and they lack spontaneity in behavior. Permissive parents are more re-
active, they require less from their children and are usually not consistent in disciplining. 
They are also communicative and caring. Permissive parents minimize any control over 
the child. Permissive parenting style leads to aggressive and impulsive behaviors in their 
children. Children are often immature and less to manage in situations where they meet 
with the authorities. Permissive parenting style is associated with the least desirable de-
velopment outcomes in children and it is used by parents who are not reactive and have 
low requirements for their children (Baumrind, 1970; Maccoby & Martin, 1983, all ac-
cording to Driscoll, 2013). This style does not encourage healthy social development. The 
children of neglecting parents do not participate appropriately in games and social inter-
actions, and they are prone to aggressive behavior towards others or social withdrawal 
(Peterson & Rollins, 1987; Baumrind, 1971; Dornbusch et al., 1985; MacDonald, 1992 
according to Vizler, 2004). 

Contrary to popular opinion that parents are more important as a model in child-
hood than in adolescence, some researches show that parents during this period are the 
most important models that infl uence most choices many adolescents make (Coleman & 
Hendry, 1996, according to Vranješević, Trikić, Koruga, Vidović and Dejanović, 2003). 
It is only in an accepting parental atmosphere that adolescents can experiment with new 
roles and values, make important decisions and thus gradually become autonomous in 
their relationship with their parents. Some studies corraborate this view, showing that 
maintaining an affective relationship with the parents in order to protect the adolescent’s 
sense of security and balance (Greenwald, 1980, according to Vranješević, Trikić, Koru-
ga, Vidovic and Dejanović, 2003), also during late adolescence, more than at any other 
period, adolescents perceive the connection with parents as a link with most love (Pipp, 
Jennings, Shaver, Lamborn & Fisher, 1985, according to Vranješević, Trikić, Koruga, 
Vidović and Dejanović, 2003).

Adolescents and the Internet

The Internet has become an indispensable part of daily life in modern society. It 
has brought along many benefi ts. First of all, it allows people to freely communicate with 
each other, regardless of their mutual distance. Also, it is easier for many tasks, such as 
shopping, paying bills, attending training courses, conducting business transactions. 
‘Global Village’ is a metaphor used to describe how the Internet shortens the distance 
between people and facilitates and makes the fl ow of information easier. However, de-
spite the good side of the Internet, which allows time and money saving, this media car-
ries a large number of hazards with it, which children and adolescents are particularly 
exposed to.

For children, it has become common to use the Internet to the same extent when 
they play with their favorite toys. Children and adolescents usually use the Internet for 
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learning (e.g. search for additional literature), communication (expression of ideas, shar-
ing information and experiences), social interaction with friends and peers for play and 
fun (playing games, watching movies, listening to music). However, due to their still in-
suffi cient capability of risk assessment and decision-making, this population is particular-
ly vulnerable to a wide range of hazards related to privacy and security on the Internet, 
such as exposure to inappropriate images or content, establishing communication with 
sexual predators in chat rooms or through other forms of social media, bullying or harass-
ment on social networks, inappropriate disclosure of personal information and data theft, 
fraud and the like. In addition, it has been demostrated that adolescents are particularly 
vulnerable to negative health effects caused by excessive Internet use, since they are go-
ing through a period of rapid physical and mental maturation. 

Problematic Internet use: defi nition, symptoms and etiological factors

There is disagreement in the scientifi c community regarding the adequate termi-
nology for defi ning the term of problematic Internet use. The most common names that 
can be found in the literature dealing with this issue are: Internet addiction, problematic 
Internet use, compulsive Internet use, patological Internet use. The term Internet addic-
tion is used by authors who generally regard this phenomenon a disorder with serious 
consequences to physical and mental health of the individual, including their social, aca-
demic and work performance. Block (Block, 2008, according to Chang and Hung, 2012) 
proposed the inclusion of the term ‘Internet addiction disorder’ in the fi fth edition of the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders of the American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation (DSM-V). Despite the fervent debate in the psychiatric and psychological circles 
on the matter, the term ‘Internet addiction’was not included in the classifi cation system of 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental disorder – fi fth edition, released in 2013. The 
manual describes only the term ‘Internet gaming disorder’ as a condition that requires 
further research before it is offi cially recognized as a diagnosis (Diagnostic statistical 
manual of mental disorders, 2013). 

American psychologist Kimberly Young (Young, 1998a) is a pioneer in diagnos-
tic defi ning and research of problematic Internet use. Back in 1996 she described Internet 
addiction as a disorder of impulse control, which is in its compulsive nature most similar 
to pathological gambling (Young, 1998a), and includes the following symptoms: 

• preoccupation with the Internet (thinking about previous activities on the 
Internet or anticipating the next ones);

• tolerance to the use of the Internet (the need for using the Internet for a lon-
ger period of time to achieve the same level of satisfaction as before);

• negative emotional reactions (anxiety, depression, irritability) in an attempt 
to reduce the use of the Internet or interruptions made while the Internet is 
being used;

• unsuccessful attempts to control, reduce or discontinue the use of the Inter-
net;

• use of the Internet for a longer period of time than planned;
• endangerment of important social relations, work or school commitments 

because of the Internet;
• concealing the degree of involvement in activities related to the Internet;
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• use of the Internet as a way to escape problems or alleviate negative emo-
tional states, such as helplessness, guilt, anxiety, depression. 

A few years later Shapira et al (Shapira, Lessig & Goldsmith, 2003, according to 
Aboujaoude, 2010), proposed the term problematic Internet use instead of Internet addic-
tion, taking it to be more adequate and defi ning it based on the following criteria: 

• maladaptive preoccupation with Internet use, seen as an irresistible urge to 
use it for longer periods of time than planned;

• signifi cant distress or damage of functioning as a result of Internet use and;
• lack of psychiatric disorders that could explain excessive Internet use, such 

as mania or hypomania.

In spite of great number of studies in the fi eld of compulsive Internet use, there 
is a relatively small body of theoretical explanations for the etiology of compulsive Inter-
net use in the professional literature. Davis (Davis, 2001, according to Griffi ths, 2008) 
distinguishes between specifi c and generalized pathological Internet use. Specifi c patho-
logical use of the Internet refers to the excessive use of specifi c functions of the Internet 
and it is the result of psychopathology that had been presented before, which is associated 
with the activity on the Internet (e.g. compulsive gamblers who satisfy their need on the 
Internet). On the other hand, generalized pathological Internet use involves spending a lot 
of time on the Internet without a specifi c purpose and determining factor in its develop-
ment is social context of the individual, especially a lack of social support and/or social 
isolation. 

Drawing upon Davis’s theoretical stance, Caplan has proposed the following 
theoretical assumptions, which also received empirical support (Caplan, 2003): 

• people suffering from psychosocial problems (e.g. depression, loneliness) 
have a more negative perception of their social skills than people who do not 
suffer from this kind of diffi culty;

• such persons develop a tendency towards social interactions on the Internet, 
because they fi nd it less threatening than a direct ’face to face’ form of com-
munication;

• a tendency towards social interactions on the Internet leads to excessive and 
compulsive use of the Internet, which, in turn, aggravates their problems and 
creates additional diffi culties at work, school, and in family. 

Among the most common etiological factors the following were examined: 
self-esteem, personality, presence of psychological problems, social support, family func-
tioning. Many of these studies were carried out on samples of older school-age children 
and adolescents. As for our and neighboring countries, according to the available litera-
ture research that investigate risk factors of the phenomenon problematic Internet use are 
very scarce. 

In a number of studies that have been carried out on adolescents and young adults, 
it was found that low self-esteem is associated with problematic Internet use (Aydin & 
Sari, 2011; Yao, He, Ko & Pang, 2014). Recent studies give evidence to support the as-
sumption that Internet dependence and other types of addictive behavior (such as patho-
logical gambling) have the same psychological background, or that the psychological pro-
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fi le of addicts contains the same features, such as high levels of stress, loneliness and low 
social support (Dowling & Brown, 2010, according to Flora, 2014). A representative re-
search conducted on a sample of 12,000 adolescents in 11 European countries (Durkee et 
al., 2012, according to Flora, 2014) has shown that poor parental involvement and parental 
unemployment, and the lack of emotional and psychological support represent important 
risk factors for the occurrence of pathological and maladaptive Internet use.

The consequences of problematic Internet use – 
short research overview

Excessive Internet use in adults is associated with many negative consequences 
for psychosocial and physical health of its users. Young found (Young, 1998b) that people 
who are categorized as Internet dependents exhibit a wide range of problems connected 
with Internet use, such as reduced participation in family and parenting responsibilities, 
fi nancial diffi culties, neglecting business obligations, social withdrawal, sleep depriva-
tion because of late-night hours on the Internet. In the subsample of students ’dependent’ 
on the Internet signifi cant academic problems were found, such as diffi culty in complet-
ing school assignments and studying for exams, which subsequently led to a decline in 
academic performance, as well as school dropouts. In addition, it was found that a long-
term Internet use in a sitting position can lead to carpal tunnel syndrome and back pain.

A research which was carried out in Serbia points to numerous consequences of 
excessive Internet use (Hinić, 2008). Based on the interviews with the subjects the au-
thors found that the most dominant symptoms were of physical nature, such as fatigue, 
exhaustion, lack of sleep, loss of appetite, back pain, vision problems, including affective 
problems, among whihc the most dominating ones are: nervousness, apathy, loss of inter-
est in activities that have no direct connection to the Internet. Likewise, they found that 
people who use the Internet excessively show carelessness and irresponsibility for every-
day tasks and social environment.

Some authors argue that the negative side of the Internet is expressed in the form 
of alienation and lack of real, direct contact with people, while a fake, virtual sociability 
develops parallelly and the need for establishing closer personal and social relations is 
inhibited. In one of the few longitudinal studies, reviewed in the Netherlands, on a sample 
of 169 people of different ages, it was found that excessive Internet use for the purposes 
of communication, during the fi rst year or two of Internet installation was associated with 
a decrease in communication among family members, narrowing their social circle and an 
increase in depression and loneliness (Kraut, Patterson, Lundmark, Kiesler, Mukopad-
hyay & Scherlies, 1998).

Consequences of excessive Internet use in children and adolescents were partic-
ulary tested. Based on a literature review Kuss & Griffi ths (2011) concluded that exces-
sively use of social sites on the Internet may have more negative consequences for their 
younger users. For example, Dutch adolescents aged 10 to 19 years, who received mostly 
negative feedback messages from peers on their social profi le on the Internet, had lower 
self-esteem, which subsequently led to decreased feelings of well-being (Valkenburg & 
Peter Schouten, 2006, according to Kuss and Griffi ths, 2011). Most of the students shared 
the opinion that the Internet impacted their lives negatively; this included delays in com-
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mitments, distractions and poor organization of time. There was also a negative correla-
tion between the time spent playing games on the Internet and school accomplishments, 
as well as a positive correlation between playing violent video games and aggressive be-
havior (Anderson & Dill, 2000, according to Chang & Hung, 2012). However, based on 
the review of available literature, one cannot draw conclusions about the causal relation-
ship, given the lack of longitudinal studies in this area.

Pedagogic styles, dimensions of parental behaviour and 
the problematic use of the Internet

The family plays a key role in the development of a child and an adolescent. A 
parent who is physically and emotionally available is a necessary factor for the healthy 
development of a young individual. A positive family interaction can protect young peo-
ple, while a dysfunctional family, with poor parental guidance, and punishing, forced and 
inconsistent pedagogic practice, increases the risk of emotional diffi culties and various 
forms of addictive disorders. This is confi rmed by the results of numerous studies (Cum-
mings & Davies, 2011; Formoso et al., 2000; Chilcoat et al., 1995, according to Preyde & 
Adams, 2008; Terres-Trindade & Mosmann, 2015).

A special focus has been given to the infl uence of the dimensions of parental 
behaviour -control and warmth – on the development of children and adolescents, as well 
as on inappropriate behaviour, as aforementioned. In our paper, we draw attention to the 
relationship between these dimensions and problematic use of the Internet. First, we will 
look into previous studies that have dealt with this issue.

A research conducted in Iran on a sample of university students found that pa-
rental warmth has a negative impact on problematic Internet use, while the impact of 
control was found neutral (Moazedian, Taqavi, HosseiniAlmadani, Mohammadyfar & 
Sabetiman, 2014). Based on these results, the authors conclude that the dimension of 
warmth serves as a preventive factor in the development of Internet addiction. 

Studies conducted in several countries have given contradictory results about the 
relationship between parental control and problematic Internet use. Lin and associates 
(Lin, Lin & Wu, 2009) found that parental control has a signifi cantly negative impact on 
problematic Internet use. Similar results were obtained in the study of San and his asso-
ciates (Sun et al., 2005; according to Li, Li & Newman., 2013), who found that higher 
levels of parental control are negatively correlated with the use of e-mails, chat rooms and 
the Internet. They mainly focused on the elements of behavioural control, which is related 
to the adjustment of children’s behaviour through solid, but reasonable discipline, and 
control over children’s behaviour. On the other hand, psychological control includes the 
attempts to infl uence the behaviour of a child or an adolescent with psychological re-
sources such as withholding love and inducing guilt or shame, which hinders develop-
ment of a child’s identity and constitution of his sense of autonomy. Giles and Price (Giles 
& Price, 2008, according to Li, Li & Newman, 2013) found that maternal psychological 
control is positively associated with problematic Internet use.

Multiple studies have shown that behavioural control has a positive impact on 
the development of adolescents and a negative impact on the expression of deviant be-
haviour, while psychological control compromises the sense of autonomy and compe-
tence in adolescents, which can lead to psychosocial problems such as emotional distress 
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and internalized problems. In their study, with 694 participating adolescents, aged 12 to 
17, Li, Li and Newman (Li, Li and Newman, 2013) found that restrictions imposed by 
parents (one of the aspects of the behavioural control) are negatively associated with 
problematic use of the Internet, while denial of love (the psychological aspect of control) 
is positively associated with the problematic use of the Internet. The authors also found 
that parental control has its impact on the problematic use of the Internet through the 
mediating role of self-control. 

A large number of studies that have dealt with the problem of compulsive Internet 
use were conducted in Asian countries, where there were recorded the highest rates of ad-
olescents prone to problematic Internet use. A study conducted in China, on a sample of 
304 respondents aged 16 to 20, (Xiuqin, Huimin, Menqchen, Jinan & Ron, 2010), showed 
that younger people, categorized as – ‘addicted to the Internet’, had lower scores on a di-
mension of parental emotional warmth and higher scores on a dimension of the high paren-
tal demands. Based on the results, the authors concluded that authoritarian and rejecting 
parents, prone to punishment, can encourage problematic Internet use in children. 

Another study conducted in China, on a representative sample of 2,095 students, 
found that father’s rejection and excessive control, as well as mother’s excessive control, 
increase the risk of Internet addiction (Yao, He, Ko & Pang, 2014). 

Having in mind that the Internet has become an important part of the lives of 
young people, who exercise numerous and signifi cant social interaction through it, it is 
natural that parents are trying to establish some degree of control over the use of this type 
of media. Parental control over Internet use mainly involves two strategies: dialogue with 
their child about the Internet and setting limits and rules related to Internet use. The re-
sults of some studies show that good communication between parents and children about 
Internet use can prevent the development of compulsive use of the Internet (Eijnden, 
2010, according to Smailbegović and Kokić, 2011). The research which was carried out 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo Canton, on a sample of 1,941 fi fth to eighth graders, 
has shown that children whose parents do not pay enough attention to their Internet activ-
ities are frequently confronted with pornographic content, are more often subjected to the 
violence on the Internet and show more signs of Internet addiction (Smailbegović and 
Kokić, 2011). 

METHODS

The problem and the subject of the study

A healthy relationship between parents and children is the basis for successful 
socialization of a child and the development of a healthy personality, while poor parental 
guidance with punishing, forced and inconsistent pedagogic practices, increases the risk 
of developing emotional diffi culties and various forms of addictive disorders. In our pa-
per, we draw attention to the relationship between the dimensions of parental behaviour 
and problematic Internet use among students in upper elementary grades.

Having formulated the research problem we established the subject of the re-
search, and that is the relationship of parental dimensions of behaviour and problematic 
Internet use among upper elementary students.
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Research goals

The theoretical goal – Based on the fi ndings of numerous studies (conducted 
mainly on a sample of adult subjects and older adolescents), which were presented earlier, 
positive family interactions proved to be a preventive factor in the development of differ-
ent forms of addictive disorders, and in this study we will try to confi rm the link between 
dimensions of parental behaviour and problematic Internet use among upper elementary 
students.

The practical goal of this research is to promote the mental health of young ad-
olescents and prevent psychosocial problems of this population.

Hypotheses

In our research we started from the following hypothesis:
1. There is a statistically signifi cant correlation between the dimensions of pa-

rental behaviour and problematic Internet use among children. 
This hypothesis can be divided into six sub-hypotheses:
a)  Acceptance by the mother will be negatively associated with problematic 

Internet use in adolescents.
b)  Acceptance by the father will be negatively associated with problematic In-

ternet use in adolescents.
c)  Psychological control by the mother will be positively correlated with prob-

lematic Internet use in adolescents. 
d)  Psychological control by the father will be positively correlated with prob-

lematic Internet use in adolescents.
e)  Behavioural control by the mother will be negatively associated with prob-

lematic Internet use in adolescents.
f)  Behavioural control by the father will be negatively associated with prob-

lematic Internet use in adolescents.

2. There are statistically signifi cant differences in scores on Young’s revised In-
ternet Addiction Test in adolescents, given the degree of control of Internet use by their 
parents.

This hypothesis can be divided into several sub-hypotheses.
a)  Adolescents whose parents limit their time spent on the Internet will have 

signifi cantly lower scores on Young’s revised Internet Addiction Test than 
the adolescents whose parents do not limit the amount of time they spend on 
the Internet. 

b)  Adolescents whose parents are always present when they use the Internet 
will achieve signifi cantly lower scores on Young’s revised Internet Addiction 
Test than the adolescents whose parents are sometimes or never present.

c)  Adolescents whose parents point at potential dangers associated with the 
Internet use will achieve signifi cantly lower scores on Young’s revised Inter-
net Addiction Test than the adolescents whose parents do not point out at 
risks of the Internet use.
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Sample 

The sample of the study was adequate. It comprised of 218 students eighth and 
ninth graders, of these 115 boys and 103 girls. The survey was conducted in November 
and December 2015 in two elementary schools in the city of Banja Luka – Georgi Stojkov 
Rakovski and Aleksa Šantic as well as in a village school of Kotor Varoš municipality – 
Petar Petrović Njegoš Maslovare, with the prior approval of the school administration.

Instruments

The following instruments were used:
1. General information questionnaire including data on Internet use, designed by 

the authors.
2. Variable problematic Internet use was measured by Young’s revised Internet 

Addiction Test (Lai, Mak, Watanabe, Ang, Pang & Ho, 2013). It has 18 items with multi-
ple choice answers on the Likert scale, where 1 means never, 2 – rarely, 3 – sometimes, 4 
– often 5 – always. The range of possible points in the test ranges from 18 to 90. 

Kimberly Young fi rst developed a diagnostic interview for assessing Internet 
addiction, based on the DSM-IV diagnostic criteria which are used for pathological gam-
bling (Young, 1998b). It has eight items. Subjects are classifi ed as being ‘Internet addicts’ 
if they answer positively to fi ve or more items on the test. Subsequently, Young extended 
the questionnaire with 12 additional items and it was renamed as Internet Addiction Test 
(IAT; Young, 1998b), in which participants answer the questions using a fi ve-point Likert 
scale and their results can be classifi ed into several categories: ‘average Internet users’ 
(they have complete control over Internet use), ‘frequent Internet users’ (with occasional 
or frequent problems because of the Internet) and ‘Internet addicts’ (have signifi cant 
problems due to Internet use). 

Young’s Internet Addiction Test is the most commonly used instrument for the 
assessment of problematic Internet use. It has been translated into several languages: 
Italian, French, Finnish, Korean, Malay and Chinese and it has shown satisfactory psy-
chometric properties in students and adults (Lai, Mak, Watanabe, Ang, Pang & Ho, 2013). 
We found only one study that examined the psychometric properties of this instrument on 
a sample of young adolescents. In a study by Lai and associates, on a sample of 844 stu-
dents from seventh to thirteenth class in Hong Kong (Lai, Mak, Watanabe, Ang, Pang & 
Ho, 2013), Internet Addiction Test showed satisfactory characteristics, with some minor 
modifi cations which were related to the number of items (items 7 and 11 were excluded, 
while some items were adapted in order to be adjusted to the adolescent population). In a 
study of Lai and associates, as well as in several other studies that dealt with the popula-
tion of adolescents, it was shown that the instrument had high reliability (Bayraktar & 
Gün, 2007; Milani, Osualdella & Di Blasio, 2009; Wang et al., 2011, according to Lai, 
Mak, Watanabe, Ang, Pang & Ho, 2013), where the coeffi cient of reliability in all studies 
was α> 0.80. 

3. The variables of pedagogic dimensions of the father and mother were tested 
by the CRPBI-57 questionnaire, design by Gordana Keresteš (Keresteš, 1999 – in: Vizler, 
2004), which represents a shortened version of the CRPBI questionnaire (Children’s Re-
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ports of Parental Behaviour Inventory) designed by Schaefer in 1965 (Schaefer, 1965- 
seen in: Vizler, 2004). A shortened form of the questionnaire that was used in this study 
consists of 57 items distributed into nine scales. These nine scales measure three basic 
dimensions of parental behaviour: parental acceptance / rejection (including scales of 
acceptance, focus on the child, acceptance of individuation and hostile distance), psycho-
logical control / psychological autonomy (scales of intrusiveness, hostile control and anx-
iety) and weak / strong behavioural control (scales of poor discipline and extreme auton-
omy). The task of the participants was to mark each item with the degree to which partic-
ular behaviour refers to their mother and father, where 1 means – false, 2 – partially true 
and 3 – absolutely true. The result on each scale is calculated as the sum of the results on 
all items divided by the total number of items, and a score on each dimension as the sum 
of the results of the corresponding scales divided by the number of scales. The inverse 
result is calculated for scales of hostile distance, poor discipline and extreme autonomy. 
Accordingly, the lowest total score is 1 and the highest is 3. A higher score indicates great-
er parental acceptance and a greater parental psychological and behavioural control. Re-
liability coeffi cients for the dimensions range from 0.57 for the father’s behavioural con-
trol to 0.84 for the father’s acceptance (Vizler, 2004).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results were processed with the statistical software SPSS Statistica for Win-
dows (version 16). Prior to processing, the reliability check of the questionnaires IAT, 
CRPBI (the mother) and CRPBI (father) was carried out. The value of individual Cron-
bach alpha coeffi cients points out to satisfactory reliability of these instruments, as is 
shown in Table 1. 

Table 1. The values of Cronbach alpha coeffi cients for used instruments

Name of the instrument Cronbach alpha coeffi cient (α) Number of items
IAT .870 18
CRPBI (for mother) .733 57
CRPBI (for father) .724 57

Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to check the regularity of the distribution of 
received data for all three questionnaires. It was found that the data on the Young’s re-
vised Internet Addiction Test signifi cantly deviated from regular distribution, which is 
why non-parametric tests were used to process the test results. 

Spearman’s rank correlation coeffi cient was used (ρ) to determine the extent of 
the correlation between numerical variables, whereas Mann-Whitney U and Kruskal-Wal-
lis Test were applied to discover the signifi cance of differences between arithmetic means, 
considering they are non-parametric tests and they do not have requirements in terms of 
the regularity of distribution of the results. 
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Children and Internet-descriptive data

Most of the children who took part in our research use the Internet (98.2%). 
Also, 50.9% of our respondents have a computer with Internet access, while 38.1% have 
Internet access only on the computers they share with family members. 

The following table (Table 2) shows the data related to the amount of time chil-
dren spend on the Internet during the day.

Table 2. The amount of time spent on the internet expressed in frequencies and percentages

The amount of time spent on the Internet frequencies (f) percentages (p)
more than two hours 61 28.0
between one and two hours 73 33.5
every day 64 29.4
one or two times per week 10 4.6
once or twice per month 2 0.9
rarely 8 3.7
in total 218 100.0

As it can be seen in Table 2, 28% of students spend more than two hours on the 
Internet, while 33.5% of students spend between one and two hours during the day. Only 
4.6% of children use the Internet once or twice a week, while 0.9% of students use the 
Internet once or twice a month. 

As it was expected, most of eighth and ninth graders use some form of social 
networking sites on the Internet (92.2%). 

The questionnaire of general data and data on Internet use includes items related 
to the exposure of children to the dangers related to safety Internet. Most children (83.5%) 
said that they were not disturbed or insulted on the Internet. 5% of students said that they 
were disturbed or harassed on the Internet only two or three times throughout the past 
year, while 4.6% of the students said that this happened on multiple occasions. Most stu-
dents (92.7%) said that they did not insult anyone on the Internet in the past year. A large 
percentage of students (68.8%) claimed that they did not fi nd certain content on the Inter-
net that upset them, while 19.3% of the children experienced it only once in the past year. 
The disturbing content on the Internet (two, three times) was found in 5% of students, 
while 6.9% of the students said that this happened several times. Most students (85.3%) 
said that they had no experience of being proposed meeting in person by an unknown 
person on a social network in the past year.

The relationship between the dimensions of parental behaviour 
and problematic Internet use in children

The fi rst hypothesis in our research was partially confi rmed, since we found a 
correlation between individual dimensions of parental behaviour and problematic Inter-
net use in upper elementary students. 
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Table 3. The relationship between problematic Internet use and acceptance by the mother and fa-
ther (Spearman’s rank correlation coeffi cient)

Acceptance (mother) Acceptance (father)
Problematic internet use rs= - .349** rs= -.243**

** Correlation signifi cant at 0.01

As it was hypothesised, a statistically signifi cant negative correlation between 
the acceptance by mothers and problematic Internet use among adolescents was found 
(Table 3). 

We found a statistically signifi cant negative correlation between the acceptance 
by father and problematic Internet use (Table 3). 

The dimension of parental acceptance refers to granting attention and emotional 
warmth to a child, as well as to the acceptance of his individuality. Several studies have 
shown that this dimension of parental behaviour has a positive impact on the proper emo-
tional development of adolescents and the prevention of risky behaviour. 

It was found that there is a statistically signifi cant positive correlation between 
psychological control by mother and problematic Internet use, as shown in Table 4.

It was found that there is a statistically signifi cant positive correlation between 
psychological control by father and problematic Internet use among adolescents (Table 4). 

Table 4. The relationship between problematic Internet use and psychological control by the moth-
er and father (Spearman’s rank correlation coeffi cient)

Psychological control 
(mother)

Psychological control 
(father)

Problematic internet use rs= .191** rs= .183**

** Correlation signifi cant at 0.01

The dimension of psychological control is associated with negative aspects of 
the psychological development of adolescents, such as the lack of self-confi dence and 
underdeveloped sense of autonomy, due to the fact that parents use pedagogic means, 
denial of love and attention, which cause the feelings of guilt and shame, adversely affect-
ing the development of a child’s identity. This can lead to problematic behaviour. Addi-
tional research indicates to a positive relationship between psychological control and 
compulsive use of the Internet (Li, Li & Newman, 2013; Giles & Price, 2008, according 
to Li, Li & Newman, 2013). This relationship was found in our study. 

We found that there is a signifi cant positive correlation between behavioural 
control by parents and problematic Internet use in adolescents. 

Behavioural control refers to those parental actions that seek to model the be-
haviour of a child. A certain degree of discipline and behaviour control is needed so that 
a child can adopt rules of conduct and adapt to the social environment adequately. A child 
has a need for structured and clear rules, particularly within a family, in order for him to 
a have normal social and emotional development. On the other hand, some research sug-
gests that too tight control may have a negative impact on the child’s development and 
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lead to excessive dependency, low self-confi dence, reduced motivation for achievement 
and suppressed hostility. 

The relationship between parental control of online 
activities and problematic Internet use 

Research, both in our region and beyond, consistently indicate that the way par-
ents behave toward their children’s Internet activities and the control they exercise have 
a great infl uence on the tendency of children’s compulsive Internet use. Scientifi c studies 
show that parents who communicate with their children about Internet use can prevent the 
compulsive use of this media (Eijnden, 2010, according to Smailbegović and Kokić, 
2011). Also, Smailbegović and Kokić’s (2011) research has shown that children whose 
parents do not pay enough attention to their Internet activities, manifest several character-
istics of Internet addiction. 

However, our study showed no statistical differences in scores on the Young’s 
revised Internet Addiction Test between the adolescents whose parents limit the time they 
spend on the Internet and the adolescents whose parents do not limit the time they spend 
on the Internet. Also, no differences were found regarding compulsive Internet use in 
adolescents whose parents are always present, sometimes present or never present when 
children use the Internet. We found that adolescents whose parents point to the possible 
negative consequences of Internet use did not achieve signifi cantly lower scores on the 
Young’s revised Internet Addiction Test. 

Our results were not expected taking into account the results of other studies that 
we have found in the literature. However, we would like to point out to the fact that most 
children of this age have smartphones that enable Internet access at any time of day or 
night, at home and outside, which makes it even more diffi cult for parents to control their 
Internet activity. This was confi rmed by the data obtained in the study. As many as 64.7% 
of adolescents said that their parents did not limit the time they spent on the Internet. In 
addition, 40.8% of children reported that their parents were never present when they used 
the Internet, while 54.1% of children said that they were sometimes present. In only 5% 
of the children parents were always present while they were on the Internet. What is ad-
mirable and encouraging is the fact that quite a high percentage of parents (85.3%) warns 
adolescents on the possible dangers of Internet use. 

CONCLUSION

Adolescence is a turbulent period in the life of an individual with an increased 
risk for maladaptive behaviour. Among other things, a peer group is given a bigger impor-
tance and young adolescents often evaluate themselves based on how they are accepted 
by their peers. Along with the strengthening of the role of a peer group, grows the interest 
of children to use the Internet, which they use to communicate among themselves, share 
their opinions and views. However, as studies have shown, excessive Internet use can 
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have signifi cant consequences on the work and social capabilities of individuals, and even 
on their physical health. 

Adolescence is a period when desire for independence and resistance to any 
authority emerges. However, parents continue to represent signifi cant, emotionally-in-
vested fi gures, which infl uence the development of adolescents through their attitude, and 
the manner of education and communication. Although it is common that children ques-
tion the parental system of values during this period critically, it is still very important for 
them to have a good relationship with parents. Parents are very important as a support in 
overcoming the challenges imposed by adolescence. 

In we found our research a relationship between certain dimensions of parental 
behaviour and problematic Internet use among young adolescents. The dimension of 
emotional warmth, that is, the acceptance by parents, being focused on a child and accept-
ing his individuality, proved to be associated with problematic Internet use. Children who 
feel accepted by their father and mother achieve lower scores on tests which assess Inter-
net addiction. The dimension of psychological control, which involves parents’ attempts 
to have a full control over the child’s behaviour, both at home and outside, as well as their 
exaggerated emphasis of a child’s bad behaviour, proven to be, as we assumed, positively 
correlated to problematic use Internet. We found no statistically signifi cant positive cor-
relation between behavioural control by parents and problematic Internet use among 
young adolescents. 

Our study showed no signifi cant correlation between parental control of Internet 
activities and problematic Internet use in children. However, we found that parents exer-
cise insuffi cient control over what their children are doing on the Internet and how much 
time they spend on-line.

The results obtained in our study might represent a stimulation and basis to es-
tablish and develop prevention programs for problematic Internet use in children, which 
would be primarily aimed at educating parents and raising their awareness about the role 
they have in the prevention of risky behaviours.
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Abstract

John Rawls’s concept of political liberalism provides new arguments in defi ning 
political concept of justice. The issues of social inequality and distribution of goods in 
society are put aside and in the political focus are the citizens who are in favor of different 
philosophical, moral and religious universal doctrines. The central issue which the con-
cept of political liberalism seeks to resolve is how is it possible for a society made up of 
pluralism of different confronting universal doctrines to be well-ordered and stable. The 
paper focuses on essential elements of political liberalism whose aim is to regulate the 
plural coexistence of universal doctrines.

Keywords: political liberalism, John Rawls, overlapping consensus, justice, uni-
versal doctrines.

Rawls’s Political Liberalism (1993) seeks to introduce structural changes envi-
sioned in his previous book Theory of Justice (1971). Political Liberalism is not a natural 
sequence of Theory of Justice, but a revision of specifi c points raised in it. At that time, 
Theory of Justice was widely criticized by libertarians and communitarians, and even 
Rawls understood that he had not addressed the complex political issues which were 
missing in Theory of Justice. Therefore, Political Liberalism is an attempt to compensate 
for the shortcomings evident in Theory of Justice as well as to respond to some critics. 

Rawls’s Theory of Justice was a blend of moral and political philosophy; they 
complemented each other. Yet, in Political Liberalism there is a clear distinction between 
the two. The notion ‘political’ was separated from ‘moral’ and Rawls put the former in the 
epicenter of the concept of ‘political liberalism’. Citizens as moral persons have different 
conceptions of what is good, but in the public sphere – which lies in the political domain 
1 Džon Rols, Politički liberalizam, (prevela Ljiljana Nikolić), Filip Višnjić, Beograd, 1998.
2 Corresponding author: Corresponding author: Duško Vejnović, Professor at the University of Banja Luka.
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– they cannot impose their conceptions of good as common. Questions and problems of 
social inequality and distribution of goods are neglected, and citizens affi rming different 
philosophical, moral and religious comprehensive doctrines are in the centre of the polit-
ical sphere. Rawls’s Theory of Justice, through the two principles of justice, has affi rmed 
a comprehensive doctrine applied to the whole society. Modern democratic societies are 
made of pluralism of very heterogeneous comprehensive doctrines. They are comprehen-
sive because they determine a wide sphere, ranging from the establishment of norms, 
customs and systems of values, to the manner in which social, economic and political 
systems work.

The aim of the conception of political liberalism is to regulate pluralistic coexis-
tence of comprehensive doctrines, including the elimination of the possibility that one 
comprehensive doctrinal system shall prevail over the other, as well as to impose its inner 
logic to be born as one potentially repressive unifying social-political system neglecting 
different philosophical, moral and religious differences. The model that is sought after is 
the establishment of a political concept of justice which means that none of the aforemen-
tioned doctrines is going to be generally applied to the whole society, but only where the 
overlapping consensus will be achieved. In this overlapping consensus, different reason-
able comprehensive doctrines will coexist by accepting the political principle of justice. 

Accordingly, the very basis of political liberalism consists of the political concept 
of justice as fairness that is implemented as a basis structure of a society. The basic structure 
of a society is limited to only political, economic and social aspects of an individual’s life 
rather than individual’s whole life, and therefore it should guarantee fair relations among 
different citizens who are considered to be free and equal, and who recognize a society as a 
system of cooperation and collaboration among different individuals and groups.

Political concept of justice as fairness does not generally affi rm any doctrine as 
society’s common good and system of values that should be supported by all citizens – 
rather, it guarantees pluralism and freedom in choosing different life concepts of good 
which spring from moral, religious and philosophical doctrines. The central issue and 
question which the concept of political liberalism seeks to resolve is the question ‘How is 
it possible that there is a well-ordered and stabile society that makes pluralism of different 
opposing comprehensive doctrines?’

In examining this issue, Rawls’s starting point is the premise of a democratic 
society and conception of personality, that is, a citizen who is free and has the same rights 
and freedoms in comparison with other citizens. Every person is free on the basis of two 
moral powers: sense of justice and specifi c conception of good. When addressing the 
sense of justice, Rawls has in mind the political conception of justice as fairness. Based 
on such viewpoint, individuals are capable of perceiving society as a fi eld of social coop-
eration among different citizens having different conceptions of good. On such a premise 
we arrive at the notion ‘reasonable’ which is supposed to become the main virtue of an 
individual and the concept of justice itself, affi rmed by free individuals. At this stage 
Rawls makes a difference between reasonable and rational. As was stated, reasonable 
refers to a fair system of social cooperation among free and equal citizens able to obey the 
rules of interrelationship in accordance with the political concept of justice. But, rational 
is referred and applied to a citizen as an autonomous person. Such a citizen has his/her 
own goals and interests that he/she can change over time or can strictly obey. His/her 
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goals and interests are different conceptions of good which spring from different moral, 
religious and philosophical doctrines.

Rational is applied to the private sphere in which an individual has diverse con-
victions, while reasonable represents a sphere of public and political which cherishes 
rules of cooperation, tolerance and social pluralism in accordance with ‘public reason’. 
That means that, for example, a religious doctrine advocating asceticism as a rational 
choice can be accepted by an individual. Even though he/she is convinced that such life 
is the most correct moral aspect (let us assume it really is), what he/she is not allowed is 
to transpose his/her views to the political sphere as an attempt of imposing a comprehen-
sive doctrine to the whole society that will affi rm one dominant value system based on 
asceticism.

Public domain should be free from the infl uence of comprehensive doctrines and 
it should represent a place of movement of diverse comprehensive doctrines out of which 
none should be dominant or privileged, that is, the place where the rule of fair system of 
cooperation applies. A fair system of cooperation means exactly the congruence of ratio-
nal and reasonable: if an individual acted only reasonably, he/she wouldn’t have his/her 
own goals that would be affi rmed in the system of social cooperation. If he/she was only 
rational, then he/she wouldn’t be able to accept the virtue of reasonable in order to pre-
serve the social-political system and confi rm the loyalty to the constitutional regime guar-
anteeing freedom and equality on condition of fair cooperation.

Hence, comprehensive doctrines must be reasonable and they must embrace the 
principle of pluralism and fair cooperation. Doctrines which are comprehensive but not 
embracing their reasonability threaten to erode the principle of democratic institutions 
and well-ordered society. Doctrines that are imposed as universal social values, according 
to Rawls, are anticipated as threats and must be eliminated from the overlapping consen-
sus. The overlapping consensus contributes to the prevention from potential confl icts of 
comprehensive doctrines. Accordingly, a concept of political justice bearing overlapping 
consensus is viewed as ethically neutral because it does not approve the universal concep-
tion of good. 

The idea of overlapping consensus is an inevitable part of political liberalism, 
and political conception of justice as fairness has been reached with overlapping consen-
sus. It is a guarantee of social stability and integration because it assumes that it will be 
affi rmed by reasonable individuals protecting the rules of the game within which every-
body is guaranteed the primacy of equal rights and freedoms. Rawls viewed social inte-
gration and stability as the amalgamate of the conception of good and principle of justice. 
Later on, Rawls changed his view and turned towards the overlapping consensus which 
supports only the conception of justice, while the issue of good remained reserved for the 
sphere of an unpublic or private identity. The overlapping consensus should contribute to 
the creation of common goal refl ected in the maintaining of fair institutions. By support-
ing the conception of justice through the overlapping consensus, different contrasting 
comprehensive moral, philosophical and religious doctrines treasure their independence 
which is in line with the conceptions of good. Accordingly, by reaching the overlapping 
consensus, a society is stable and well-ordered because it is based only on acceptance of 
the common conception of justice, instead of the mixture of justice and good, because the 
accepted argument is that there are different conceptions of good. The overlapping con-
sensus represents only political conception of justice which applies to all and cannot be 
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identifi ed as comprehensive doctrine which is applied to a particular social group or indi-
vidual harboring their own scale of values. On the one hand, the overlapping consensus is 
by value neutral, but on the other it allows the affi rmation of different values provided 
that all fair rules based on the conception of justice be obeyed.

Ensuring social stability and well-ordered society is not a matter of pure com-
promise – or modus vivendi as referred to by Rawls – between different comprehensive 
doctrines. The overlapping consensus embodies much more than modus vivendi, because 
modus vivendi has a temporary effect and reaches social stability in a specifi c moment 
which is really dependent on external circumstances. When external changes occur, mo-
dus vivendi is disturbed. In such case one comprehensive doctrine threatens to disturb 
social stability and to impose domination over other confl icting doctrines. On the other 
hand, the overlapping consensus can be developed from modus vivendi, but it is essential 
that the overlapping consensus makes a society stable even when external changes take 
place. For example, if one religious group was to outnumber other religious groups, it 
would disturb a fragile modus vivendi and establish the universal conception of good. But, 
when the overlapping consensus is in question, a religious group – even one large in num-
ber – would reasonably accept the principle of justice establishing a system of social 
balance and neutralizing unilaterally imposed universal conception of good. 

Neutralization of the universal conception of good is also based on the concep-
tion of good, but of good that articulates ethical neutrality in the form of justice as a fair 
system of cooperation. Citizens are free to express their interests and goals in line with 
their own conception of good, but, they must respect other citizens’ interests and goals 
which differ in conception of good. In contrast to Theory of Justice, which has affi rmed 
comprehensive doctrine in form of acceptance of two principles of justice, in Political 
Liberalism Rawls rejects such a view and accepts the political conception of justice which 
contains pluralism of different and incompatible yet reasonably comprehensive doctrines.

Political liberalism – representing a political conception of justice guaranteed by 
the overlapping consensus – involves a key element ‘pubic reason’. Public reason is very 
important for the concept of political liberalism because it provides guidelines and rules 
through which criteria for evaluation of principles of justice are reviewed. Public reason 
refers to all citizens who have the opportunity to debate freely and publicly within the 
political conception of justice. It guarantees constitutional principles which legitimize 
social order involving political and civil rights, including everything that is necessary for 
a society to be perceived as a system of cooperation among free and equal citizens. It is 
highly important that the idea of public reason does not neglect comprehensive doctrines 
– it should assume them – but also reject any other doctrine that is not compatible with 
the rules of a democratic society. Public reason is applied to the issues in public forums 
that cover a spectrum ranging from the association of civil society to all levels of power, 
with judicial power being the most important but not the ultimate interpreter of public 
reason. The idea of public reason is complementary to the ideas of political justice and the 
overlapping consensus, which legitimize pluralism of different conceptions of good based 
on reasonability.

Rawls makes a clear distinction between his ‘political liberalism’ and ‘compre-
hensive liberalism’ associated with classical liberals Immanuel Kant and John Stuart Mill. 
The ideas of autonomy and tolerance were in the focus of classical liberals. Autonomy 
includes a person free from external force, free to choose their conception of good and 



91

question conceptions of good which they previously adopted. On the other hand, toler-
ance meant that those people respected other people’s freedom and that they autonomous-
ly chose their goals.

It would be ideal that in a well-ordered society autonomy and tolerance were the 
highest social values that should be adopted by all citizens. However, Rawls is aware of 
another fact: there are individuals and groups who simply do not want to be autonomous. 
They have accepted specifi c moral, philosophical or religious doctrine offered by the 
conception of good; they are by no means willing to question it, let alone reject it. Politi-
cal liberalism is based on equal freedoms and rights extended to all individuals in a soci-
ety – this is as far as Rawls goes – because the potential linking freedom to autonomy 
would mean denial of the right of some individuals or groups to reject the idea of auton-
omy related to their personal identity. Freedom of choice can mean choice to reject auton-
omy. According to Rawls, it is quite legitimate that some people reject autonomy. But, 
when it concerns the public sphere, individuals should acknowledge the autonomy of 
other people, that is, they must be tolerant to social differences. That means that Rawls 
has rejected the social conception of good according to which all people should be liber-
als, because that carries potentially totalizing effects towards those having different con-
ceptions of good, which assume the rejection of autonomy.

Such reduced political liberalism offers an answer to the critique addressed to 
Rawls by the communitarians who criticized liberal autonomy which disturbs unity and 
values of a group within a society. Rawls accepted this view by claiming that there are 
really individuals and groups who do not respect autonomy. Political conception of jus-
tice as fairness refers only to the basic structure of society harboring principles of toler-
ance and reciprocity among citizens. It is not applied further than the basic structure be-
cause that would imply entering the private sphere that allows existence of different con-
ceptions of good. Affi rmation of comprehensive conceptions of good is allowed only in 
private life, but in public life those differences should follow rules of justice as fairness. 

Another communitarian critique addressed to Rawls was that his well-ordered 
society in Theory of Justice is nonhistorical and out of context. In Political Liberalism 
Rawls shows how the principles of justice have developed from the political culture cul-
tivated in democratic societies. In time, different doctrines adjusted to a democratic soci-
ety have become tolerant to one another. As an example Rawls takes violent confl icts 
between Catholics and Protestants who have eventually accepted rules of religious toler-
ance. Political concept of justice as fairness does not spring from intuitive ideas behind 
the veil of ignorance, but from real historical foundation which over a long period of time 
caused different, contrasting doctrines to accept the idea of fair political cooperation. 

Rawls’s well-ordered society, based on political liberalism assuming political 
conception of justice, fully rejects the idea of political community. Political community is 
established on specifi c conception of good, which is suppressed by the pluralism of dif-
ferent conceptions of good. Rawls claims that, even if such community was established 
on the liberal principle of autonomy, it should be rejected. Rejection of common concep-
tion of good does not mean the denial of common goals which citizens share while main-
taining fair political institutions. Common goals must be separated from the common 
conception of good, and it is necessary that these two terms differ from each other. Justice 
as fairness is free from the impact of comprehensive doctrines, but it is not free from the 
idea that citizens support institutions enabling fair cooperation among different doctrines. 
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Justice as fairness enables citizens to follow their life goals in line with their own concep-
tion of good which cannot aspire to become a dominant social doctrine. 

Concept of political liberalism is getting close to classical republicanism, be-
cause the political conception of justice as fairness strives to achieve a common goal 
which is the preservation of institutions of the basic structure which guarantee freedom 
and equality of citizens. Classical republicanism also means civil participation aiming to 
contribute to the affi rmation of the basic rights and freedoms that are in line with the dif-
ferent individuals’ conceptions of the good. In this way the civil virtues that are in con-
gruence with the virtue of reasonable of the Rawls’s political liberalism are encouraged. 
What Rawls disapproves of and refuses is a form of ‘humane republicanism’ which advo-
cates participation in political life based on substantial reasons having perfectionistic 
goal, that is, achieving common good in accordance with specifi c moral, religious or 
philosophical doctrine.

Finally, it is important to remember that Rawls, when he was writing political 
liberalism, had in mind a democratic society with a stabile constitutional regime that can 
be legitimized through the political principle of justice and everything that comes with it. 
The issue of confronting comprehensive doctrines can be transcended by accepting ele-
ments of justice which are encouraged by the existence of the overlapping consensus and 
use of public reason. They guarantee free existence of pluralism of reasonable compre-
hensive doctrines out of which none can be dominant. Rawls is aware of the non-liberal 
character of specifi c individuals or groups in a society, and of the fact that they are accept-
ed as such unless they jeopardize the basic structure of a society and the manner in which 
a social-political system works.
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