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EDITORIAL

Building a Bridge Between the Academic  
Community and Social Reality

Dear Readers,
Before you is the new issue of Sociological Discourse, a scientific jour-

nal that continues its mission of critical, analytical, and socially responsible 
reflection on contemporary social phenomena. This issue once again confirms 
that sociology, as the science of society, is not merely an academic discipline 
confined to classrooms, institutes, and libraries, but a living intellectual prac-
tice aimed at understanding the changes that shape the everyday life of the 
individual, the community, institutions, and the contemporary world.

In an age of accelerated global change, geopolitical turbulence, digital 
transformation, new security challenges, migration processes, transformations 
in the nature of work, the media construction of fear, and a crisis of social 
trust, sociological thought assumes special importance. It enables us to rec-
ognize deeper structures behind immediate events, collective patterns behind 
individual fears, and broader social processes behind everyday practices. Sci-
entific research, therefore, is not only a means of describing reality, but also a 
way of understanding it, critically questioning it, and potentially improving it.

The new issue of Sociological Discourse brings papers that, each in its 
own way, illuminate complex and interconnected dimensions of contempo-
rary society. The thematic range of this issue extends from geopolitical and 
macro-social transformations, through the sociology of security, migration, 
and digital radicalization, to changes in the sphere of work and theoretical-em-
pirical reflections on crime prevention. Such diversity is not a weakness, but 
precisely the strength of the sociological approach: society cannot be under-
stood from a single perspective, nor can contemporary problems be reduced 
to one discipline, one method, or one theoretical framework.

The issue opens with a paper on reindustrialization as a geopolitical 
project and the construction of European defence sovereignty between Wash-
ington, Beijing, and Moscow. This paper analyzes European war reindustrial-
ization in the period 2022–2025 as a process that goes beyond an immediate 
response to the war in Ukraine and becomes a broader geopolitical transfor-
mation of Europe’s position in the global order. Its particular value lies in the 



introduction of the concept of selective strategic autonomy and in the attempt 
to understand how contemporary Europe simultaneously strives for sover-
eignty while remaining embedded in a network of structural dependencies. 

The next paper deals with the sociological dimensions of security per-
ception in urban environments of the Western Balkans, pointing to the gap 
between objective indicators of risk and citizens’ subjective feelings of insecu-
rity. This article is particularly important because it shows that security is not 
only a statistical category, but also a socially, emotionally, and media-shaped 
perception. In the post-conflict societies of the Western Balkans, fears from 
the past are often refracted through contemporary micro-security incidents, 
opening space for a deeper sociological understanding of the relationship be-
tween media, collective memory, and everyday feelings of security. 

Thematically connected to this is the paper on the securitization of mi-
gration in the post-pandemic context. The author analyzes discursive practices 
that present migration through security, economic, cultural, and biomedical 
narratives. Particularly significant is the finding that the pandemic context did 
not merely temporarily alter public discourse on migration, but left more last-
ing consequences for the way migrants are perceived and integrated into soci-
ety. This raises an important question: can a society that predominantly views 
migration as a threat simultaneously build policies of integration, solidarity, 
and social cohesion? 

This issue also includes a paper on digital radicalization of youth as a se-
curity challenge, offering a sociological analysis of online communities, algo-
rithmic recommendations, and recruitment mechanisms. At a time when pro-
cesses of socialization, identity formation, and political mobilization increas-
ingly take place in digital spaces, the question of youth digital radicalization 
becomes one of the key issues of contemporary societies. The paper especially 
emphasizes the specificity of the Western Balkans, where digital algorithms 
intersect with post-conflict narratives, youth economic insecurity, and insuffi-
ciently developed institutional capacities for the prevention of radicalization. 

A special place in this issue is occupied by the paper on work in the con-
text of digital transformation, which examines changes in work practices and 
emerging forms of employment in the Republic of Srpska. Digital technology 
today changes not only the process of finding employment, but also the very 
nature of work, the boundaries between working time and leisure, and the 
relationship between professional and private life. This paper opens questions 
of fundamental importance for contemporary sociology of work: what does it 
mean to work in a digital society, where does working time end, how are pro-
fessional networks changing, and how do digital technologies shape everyday 
work practices? 
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The scientific part of the issue is rounded off by a paper on the justifica-
tion of applying Travis Hirschi’s self-control theory in crime prevention. Start-
ing from a comparative analysis of research conducted in the area of Banja Luka 
across two time intervals, this paper examines the significance of self-control, 
socialization, parenting, and informal mechanisms of social control in crime 
prevention. Its particular value lies in connecting theory and practice, that is, 
in showing how criminological theories can have concrete heuristic and pre-
ventive value in social life. 

This issue, therefore, connects several key thematic directions: geopoli-
tics and reindustrialization, security and risk perception, migration and social 
integration, digital space and youth radicalization, the transformation of work, 
and criminological theory of prevention. At first glance, these may appear to 
be different topics. Yet they are connected by a common question: how does 
contemporary society respond to the changes, uncertainties, and challenges 
that reshape its institutions, values, relationships, and everyday practices?

This is precisely where the significance of sociology lies. It does not offer 
simple answers, but helps us ask better questions. It does not simplify reality, 
but reveals its complexity. It does not observe the individual outside society, 
nor society without the human being, but seeks to understand their mutual 
connections, tensions, and possibilities. In a time when the public sphere is 
often dominated by speed, superficiality, sensationalism, and fragmentation, 
a scientific journal has a special responsibility to remain a space of reasoned 
thought, methodological seriousness, and intellectual openness.

We extend our gratitude to the authors who have contributed to this 
issue with their papers, as well as to the reviewers, associates, and readers who 
support the development of Sociological Discourse. Their contribution con-
firms that the scientific community does not exist outside society, but pre-
cisely in dialogue with it. Our intention is to continue, with this issue as well, 
building a bridge between the academic community and the broader public, 
between theory and practice, and between scientific knowledge and social re-
sponsibility.

We wish you a pleasant and inspiring reading.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Dr. Duško Vejnović
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